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December 2017 News
12/28/2017 - Art of Diplomacy Conference Returns to UM - Shanti Johnson
12/27/2017 - Tickets on Sale for Performance of ‘Dirty Dancing’ at UM Adams Center - UM Adams Center Box
Office
12/26/2017 - Two Outstanding MMAC Exhibitions to Spotlight Printmaking in the Shadow of Communism and
Decades of Ceramics - Barbara Koostra
12/21/2017 - Tickets on Sale for Performance of ‘RENT’ at UM Adams Center - UM Adams Center Box Office
12/20/2017 - Six Montana College Students Receive Civic Engagement Scholarships - Kathy Peters
12/20/2017 - Montana Students Earn Degrees from UM - UM Registrar’s Office
12/19/2017 - Report: 2017 Fire Season Costs Montana up to $240.5M in Visitor Spending - Norma Nickerson
12/18/2017 - UM Students Become ‘Last Best’ Speakers - Betsy Wackernagel Bach
12/18/2017 - UM Biologist Co-hosts New Podcast on ‘Big Biology’ - Art Woods
12/18/2017 - Study to Investigate Potential Military-Related PTSD Treatment - JoAnn Hoven
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12/15/2017 - UM Family Medicine Residency Receives Grant Funding for Work on Opioid Abuse - Rebecca Morgan
12/14/2017 - UM Professor Earns Two Grants for Infection Prevention Research - Patrick Secor
12/14/2017 - UM Report: Montana Visitor Spending Up - Norma Nickerson
12/12/2017 - UM Programs Collaborate for Inaugural ‘Climate Art and Science Showcase’ - Nicole Bradley Browning
12/11/2017 - Brett Eldredge Country Tour Tickets on Sale Dec. 15 - Jessica Partain
12/11/2017 - Geography Graduate Student Awarded $1,500 in UM Startup Pitch Competition - Paul Gladen
12/11/2017 - UM Dining to Host 20th Annual Christmas Cookie Cook-Off - Sam Belanger
12/07/2017 - UM Graduates’ Study Shows LGBTQ Individuals at Greater Risk for Substance Use Following
Discrimination - Nicholas A. Livingston
12/07/2017 - Campus Recreation Furthers UM’s Commitment to Sustainability by Becoming Carbon Neutral - Steve
Thompson
12/07/2017 - UM Students Invited to Join Japan Business Study Tour - Caitlin Sager
12/06/2017 - UM Students Earn International Sustainability Training Fellowships - Jill Belsky
12/06/2017 - International Development Studies Minor Propels UM Students into Global Careers - Kimber McKay
12/04/2017 - UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences Earns Seven-Year Accreditation - Tony Ward
12/04/2017 - Chris Young World Tour to Hit the Stage at UM - Will Johnson
12/13/2017 - Study: Forest Resilience Declines in Face of Wildfires, Climate Change - Phil Higuera
12/01/2017 - UM Student Entrepreneurs Test Ideas at EPIC Pitch Competition - Paul Gladen
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Art of Diplomacy Conference Returns to UM
December 28, 2017
MISSOULA – Performers, artists and academics from around the world will come together to discuss how art
influences culture during the 2018 Art of Diplomacy conference hosted by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center
at the University of Montana. The third annual conference will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan.13,
in the University Center Ballroom.
The conference, held in conjunction with Rocky Mountain Ballet’s international dance competition and film festival,
“Ballet Beyond Borders,” will include performances from around the world and engaging panel discussions
examining the role of art in science, social justice, youth empowerment and more. Performances will range from
traditional Zulu to Panamanian dance.
The first session will feature a discussion about how the arts and sciences interact, with panelists Merrit Moore, a
quantum physicist and professional ballerina; Erica Rose Jeffrey, the director of Dance for Parkinson’s Australia and
the Peace and Conflict Studies Institute Australia; and local artist and UM Professor MaryAnn Bonjorni.
Another keynote session will include faculty from Ballet Hispanico and Centro de Artes Escenicas de Panama
Art of Diplomacy Conference Returns to
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joining Rafael Chacon, UM professor of art history and international lecturer, to examine the power of viral dance
across Latin America. Additional panel discussions will explore how ballet is empowering youth in South Africa and
the secrets to being a global leader and artist.
All events are free and open to the public, and a light lunch will be provided. Conference participants must register
by Friday, Jan. 12. More information, a complete schedule and registration are online at
http://www.mansfieldconference.org. 
The conference precedes the “Ballet Beyond Borders” culminating event: the awards ceremony and dance of
champions at 6 p.m. in UM’s Dennison Theatre. Tickets for that event are available online at http://bit.ly/2CiibJY.
The Art of Diplomacy is co-sponsored by Rocky Mountain Ballet Theatre, Ballet Beyond Borders and UM. For more
information, call conference manager Shanti Johnson at 406-243-6605 or email shanti.johnson@mso.umt.edu.
Contact: Shanti Johnson, conference manager, UM Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, 406-243-6605,
shanti.johnson@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Tickets on Sale for Performance of ‘Dirty Dancing’ at UM Adams Center
December 27, 2017
MISSOULA – “Dirty Dancing – The Classic Story on Stage,” a new adaptation of the worldwide smash-hit film,
currently celebrating its 30th anniversary, will play at the University of Montana’s Adams Center at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 24.
Tickets for the show are on sale now at http://www.griztix.com. They also are available by calling 1-888-MONTANA.
“As I learned how many people watched the movie over and over and over,” said Eleanor Bergstein, screenwriter of
the film “Dirty Dancing” and book writer for the production, “I began to think that what they really wanted was to
share more physically in the event, to step through the screen and be there while the story was happening. We
have added 20 new original scenes and 36 numbers of live music played by an eight-piece band onstage, which
invites the audience to experience the story in a whole new way as a live event.”
The production is directed by Sarna Lapine and the band is led by conductor Alan J. Plado and associate conductor
Jonathan Marro. Choreography is by Michele Lynch, based on the original choreography by Kate Champion.
Tickets on Sale for Performance of ‘Dirty
Dancing’ at UM Adams Center
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“‘Dirty Dancing’ is one of our most beloved and timeless properties,” said Sandra Stern, Lionsgate Television Group
president. “We’re delighted to participate in the latest stage incarnation that will introduce ‘Dirty Dancing’ to a whole
new generation of fans.”
“Dirty Dancing – The Classic Story on Stage” is an unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding
music, passionate romance and sensational dancing. Seen by millions across the globe, this timeless love story
features the hit songs “Hungry Eyes,” “Hey Baby,” “Do You Love Me?” and the heart-stopping “(I’ve Had) The Time
of My Life.”
The North American tour is produced by Amber Jacobsen, NETworks Presentations, LLC and Col Joye in
association with Magic Hour Productions and Lionsgate.
For more information and additional tour dates, visit http://us.dirtydancingontour.com/.
###
Contact: UM Adams Center Box Office, 406-243-4051, griztix@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December 
/ Two Outstanding MMAC Exhibitions to Spotlight Printmaking in the Shadow of Communism and Decades of Ceramics
December 26, 2017
MISSOULA – From Jan. 11 through May 26, the
Montana Museum of Art & Culture at the
University of Montana will present two exhibitions
emphasizing the splendor of its permanent
collection.
“Contemporary Eastern European Prints: Recent
Gifts from J. Scott Patnode” celebrates Patnode’s
momentous gift of 127 prints by outstanding
Czech, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian, Slovak and
Slovenian artists. Former director and curator of
Two Outstanding MMAC Exhibitions to
Spotlight Printmaking in the Shadow of
Communism and Decades of Ceramics
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the Jundt Art Museum at Gonzaga University,
Patnode’s astute collecting practice yields an
extraordinary glimpse into creativity in the shadow
of Soviet communism. From Khrushchev’s mid-
1950s cultural “Thaw” to the Prague Spring, the
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union and its
aftermath, Eastern European artists used the
print medium to recover national traditions and to
critique the totalitarian culture that threatened to
eclipse them. 
Over and above the historical record it presents,
this exhibition is a veritable survey of technical
mastery by some of the region’s most
accomplished printmakers, including Jiří Anderle,
Alena Kučerová, Oldřich Kulhánek and Pravoslav
Sovák. Examples from an accompanying
research archive consisting of 59 rare books,
corresponding monographs and exhibition
catalogues will also be on view. 
“Decades: Ceramics in the Permanent Collection”
is co-curated by UM ceramics Professor Julia
Galloway and MMAC Curator of Art Jeremy
Canwell. The exhibition surveys the permanent
collection from the beginning of the American
ceramics movement up to the present, examining
formal and thematic developments since its onset
in the mid-1940s.
In Galloway’s words, “Observing the MMAC
ceramics collection through the decades reveals
the great complexity of the field and the great
strides artists have made over the last seventy
years.”
Beginning with collaborations by Peter and Henry
Meloy and early works by Branson Stevenson
and Peter Voulkos, the show highlights work that
broke with clay’s decorative and utilitarian
heritage to usher in what we now know as
contemporary ceramics. 
In the subsequent decades, artists like Rudy
Autio, Tony Hepburn, Ken Little and Frances
Senska turned toward a sculptural understanding
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of clay, guided more by the physical properties of
the medium than principles of quality
manufacture. These artists laid the groundwork
for more whimsical work produced by artists in
the 1980s, such as Tom Rippon and Douglas
Baldwin. Examples of their work appear alongside
exploratory works by Josh DeWeese, David
Shaner, David Smith, Shalene Valenzuela and
Kurt Weiser. Some of the most daring advances
in artistic sensibility and glazing and firing
techniques were made in this era, and the works
on view will excite both ceramics enthusiasts and
newcomers to the clay medium.
More contemporary trends like the emergence of
personal narrative and mythology will be on view
in works by artists defining the field today, such
as UM ceramics Professors Beth Lo and Trey Hill,
along with many recent graduates of UM’s own
ceramics program, including Crista Ann Ames,
Megan Bogonovich, Alex Kraft, Ryan Mitchell and
Sue Tirrell.
In Lo’s words, “This exhibition is a testament to
MMAC's vision and foresight, and the collection
represents the striking sophistication, inspiration
and variety of ceramic art made in the state of
Montana.”
The exhibitions will open with a reception from 5
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11, in the lobby of the
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Programs presented in conjunction with the
exhibitions will include the following events, which
are free and open to the public unless otherwise
noted:
7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 22: MMAC and the
Roxy Theater present Eastern European
Film Series: “The Unbearable Lightness of
Being,” in conjunction with “Contemporary
Eastern European Prints: Recent Gifts from
J. Scott Patnode.” 718 Higgins Ave. $8 for
the general public, $7 for students and
seniors.
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7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12: MMAC and the
Roxy Theater present Eastern European
Film Series: “Werckmeister Harmonies,” in
conjunction with “Contemporary Eastern
European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott
Patnode.” 718 Higgins Ave. $8 for the
general public, $7 for students and seniors.
7 p.m. Monday, March 5: MMAC and the
Roxy Theater present Eastern European
Film Series: “Three Colors” trilogy Part I, in
conjunction with “Contemporary Eastern
European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott
Patnode.” 718 Higgins Ave. $8 for the
general public, $7 for students and seniors.
2-5 p.m. Tuesday, March 6, Masquer
Theatre and 5:30-7 p.m., Meloy Gallery,
PAR/TV Center: Guest artists Sue Tirrell
and Montana State University art Associate
Professor Josh DeWeese will join UM
ceramics Professor Trey Hill will demonstrate
their own working processes in the Masquer
Theatre. Gallery interpretation of “Decades:
Ceramics from the Permanent Collection” will
follow at 5:30 p.m. in the Meloy Gallery with
co-curators Julia Galloway and Jeremy
Canwell. Refreshments will be served. Sales
proceeds from ceramics created and
donated by co-curator UM Professor
Galloway will benefit the MMAC ceramics collection.
7 p.m. Monday, March 12: MMAC and the Roxy Theater present Eastern European Film Series: “Three
Colors” trilogy Part II, in conjunction with “Contemporary Eastern European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott
Patnode.” 718 Higgins Ave., $8 for the general public, $7 for students and seniors.
7 p.m. Monday, March 19: MMAC and the Roxy Theater present Eastern European Film Series: “Three
Colors” trilogy Part III, in conjunction with “Contemporary Eastern European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott
Patnode.” 718 Higgins Ave., $8 for the general public, $7 for students and seniors.
5:15-6:15 p.m. Thursday, April 5, Paxson Gallery, PAR/TV Center: Curator-led tour of “Contemporary
Eastern European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott Patnode” with MMAC Curator of Art Jeremy Canwell.
5:15-6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 12, Paxson Gallery, PAR/TV Center: MMAC presents a Gallery Walk and
UM Print Shop Tour with UM Professor of Printmaking & Painting/Drawing James Bailey in conjunction with
“Contemporary Eastern European Prints: Recent Gifts from J. Scott Patnode.” Refreshments will be served.
MMAC’s Permanent Collection began over 120 years and exists primarily because of the generosity of scores of
donors like J. Scott Patnode. Sponsors for these two exhibitions include two anonymous donors, George and
Dorothea Lambros and MMAC Champion members.
MMAC’s gallery hours are from noon to 3 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday, and from noon to 6 p.m.
Two Outstanding MMAC Exhibitions to Spotlight Printmaking in the Shadow of Communism and Decades of Ceramics - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/12/122717mmac.php[1/23/2018 11:13:03 AM]
About UM  Accessibility  Administration  Contact UM  Directory  Employment  Safety  Privacy Policy
Campus Map
Thursday and Friday. The museum is closed Sundays, Mondays and on UM holidays. The museum is open to the
public with a suggested $5 donation. Docent tours are available and advance notice is appreciated. For more
information call 406-243-2019 or visit http://www.umt.edu/montanamuseum/.
###
Contact: Barbara Koostra , Suzanne and Bruce Crocker director, UM Montana Museum of Art & Culture, 406-243-
2020, barbara.koostra@mso.umt.edu; Jeremy Canwell, MMAC curator of art, 406-243-2019,
jeremy.canwell@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Tickets on Sale for Performance of ‘RENT’ at UM Adams Center
December 21, 2017
MISSOULA – The 20th anniversary tour of the Broadway smash “RENT” will stop in Missoula at 8 p.m. Friday, Jan.
12, at the University of Montana’s Adams Center.
Tickets for the show are on sale now at http://www.griztix.com and at the Adams Center Box Office. They also are
available by calling 406-243-4051 or 1-888-MONTANA.
The original rock musical by a little-known composer opened on Broadway in 1996 and forever changed the
landscape of American theater. Two decades later, Jonathan Larson’s “RENT” continues to speak loudly and
defiantly to audiences across generations and all over the world.
A reimagining of the classic Puccini opera “La Bohème,” “RENT” follows an unforgettable year in the lives of seven
artists struggling to follow their dreams without selling out. With its inspiring message of joy and hope in the face of
fear, this timeless celebration of friendship and creativity reminds audiences to measure their lives with the only
thing that truly matters – love. It won the 1996 Tony Award for Best Musical as well as the Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
It is one of only five musicals to win both awards.
Tickets on Sale for Performance of
‘RENT’ at UM Adams Center
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For more information, call the Adams Center Box Office at 406-243-4051 or visit http://www.griztix.com.
Contact: UM Adams Center Box Office, 406-243-4051, .
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Six Montana College Students Receive Civic Engagement Scholarships
December 20, 2017
MISSOULA – Six inspiring college
students throughout the state
received Civic Engagement Scholarships from the Montana Campus Compact, based at the University of Montana. 
            The Civic Engagement Scholarships recognize students at MTCC affiliate campuses who have dedicated
significant time and resources to volunteer projects while they are pursuing a degree or certificate. The annual
scholarships are funded by MTCC’s network office and matched by affiliate campuses.
            This fall, 39 students applied for the highly competitive scholarships, each accomplishing an exemplary
service effort that is making a positive difference in their institutions, communities and the world. Recipients of the
awards include:
Angela Boyce, a sophomore at Flathead Valley Community College working toward a general studies degree
with an emphasis in nursing.
Six Montana College Students Receive
Civic Engagement Scholarships
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Boyce’s main volunteer activity since she started at FVCC is as a hospice volunteer, spending time with patients
and providing primary caregiver respite. She also has served as a volunteer/apprentice doula and midwife for low-
income women. Her goal is to become a nurse midwife after completing a master’s degree in nursing.
“I believe the well-being of an individual has a strong ripple effect on the community,” Boyce said.
Hailey Lee Eakin, a junior at the University of Montana majoring in social work and women’s, gender and
sexuality studies with a minor in nonprofit administration.
According to a friend and mentor who has known Eakin since she transitioned from foster care into the Tom Roy
Youth Guidance Home, Eakin is a committed activist in her community, as well as in her personal life. She has risen
above her own personal challenges to return what she has been given. Her current volunteer efforts are primarily
with Montana Women Vote and fundraising efforts with Triota, the national women’s studies honor society. She also
has spent her past two summers as a member of AmeriCorps and VISTA, working with low-income populations
through the Missoula Food Bank and the YWCA GUTS! (Girls Using Their Strengths) program. She hopes to use
her education to create a nonprofit that provides services for LGBTQ foster youth.
Eakin said her volunteer time has deepened her understanding of the roots of issues      such as poverty,
homelessness and racism.
“I envision a world in which people do not have to choose between a gallon of gas or a gallon of milk, paying rent or
buying food, keeping their job or coming out as gay, staying in an abusive relationship or experiencing
homelessness,” Eakin said. “Too often these are choices that people in our communities have to make.”
Ronald Martin, a sophomore at Fort Peck Community College majoring in business technology.
According to Elijah Hopkins, vice president of student services at FPCC, “Ronald engages in community service
because he understands the critical need. He grew up in an area of Cleveland, Ohio, where gangs and street
violence were commonplace. He believes community service is necessary to create positive influencers, attributing
his commitment to community service to the Rainey Institute – a Cleveland nonprofit that changed his life.”
Martin’s main volunteer activities are through the Native Pathway’s to College Bridge Program at FPCC. His belief in
the importance of education to change one’s life for the better enables him to make direct connections with students
as a positive role model. He dreams of creating his own nonprofit before the age of 27 and starting a foundation that
will help put more than 1 million students through school.
“My vision is to encourage, motivate and uplift children in at-risk environments to do better and follow their goals, no
matter what,” Martin said. “I want to see everyone make it in life and won’t stop until I change more lives than days I
spend on this earth.”
 Adriana Pittman, a freshman at the University of Montana-Western majoring in secondary education math
and science.
Pittman began her volunteer activities with 4-H long before she entered college. Through 4-H this past year, she
started a “Go Green” project that focuses on pollution and overuse of plastics. She also volunteers as a math and
science tutor and as a softball coach for young girls. She plans to use her education to become a high school math
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or science teacher, while also working to improve the environment.
“I want to inspire kids through my teaching to follow their dreams,” Pittman said.
Kaia Roberge, a sophomore at Carroll College majoring in sociology.
Roberge volunteers many hours each month at the Friendship Center, a women’s shelter and resource center for
victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Helena. After attending 70 hours of training to become a victim’s
advocate, Roberge has volunteered for 65-hour shifts on the hotline. As the first person an assault victim speaks to,
she listens and empowers them to make the best decisions regarding the next steps. Her volunteer work ranges
from answering the hotline to accompanying rape victims to the hospital or locating emergency housing at all hours
of the day and night.
“I would like to imagine a world in which humans respect each other and treat others equally,” Roberge said. “To
me, this would specifically manifest in gender equality.”
 Stori Smith, a sophomore at Montana State University majoring in conservation biology and ecology.
Smith is a passionate conservationist who chose MSU because of its environmental studies program. For the past
18 months, she has spent many hours volunteering with SNow (Sustainability Now) and Bounty of the Bridgers food
pantry.
Through SNow she has helped bring awareness of food waste to the MSU dining halls, and the dining halls now
are composting to keep food out of the waste stream. She also has helped organize ongoing clothing swaps, where
proceeds go toward laundry bags that prevent clothes plastics from entering water systems. Through Bounty of the
Bridgers, Smith has helped open a food pantry where every Saturday, anyone affiliated with MSU can take
whatever free food they need, no questions asked. The food is collected locally from stores, restaurants and
bakeries – food that would otherwise have entered the waste stream.
Smith said that environmental issues often stem from societal problems, such as financial insecurity, dangerous
working conditions and a lack of environmental education within school systems. She wants to connect humanitarian
efforts with the conservation movement in an environmental research and journalism career.
“I’m learning how community involvement works and how effective it can be, even on a small scale,” Smith said. “I
watch the university’s waste shrink by sending food to a compost bin. Rather than use their finite funds, students
can find new clothes through the clothing swap. Day-old bakery bread goes to someone’s next meal instead of
needlessly going to a trash bin.”
MTCC is a 17-campus higher education network. For more information about Campus Compact and its programs
and initiatives, visit http://mtcompact.org.
###
Contact: Kathy Peters, administrative associate, Montana Campus Compact, 406-243-5135,
peters@mtcompact.org.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Montana Students Earn Degrees from UM
December 20, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana had 809 students who were degree candidates for fall semester 2017. The
Montana students listed below are UM degree candidates or have been awarded their degrees for fall semester
2017.
A single asterisk after the student’s name indicates the student is expected to complete degree requirements and
graduate with honors by achieving a GPA of 3.4 or higher. Double asterisks indicate the student is expected to
complete degree requirements and graduate with high honors by achieving a 3.7 GPA or higher.
Official awarding of a degree and any official graduation with honors or graduation with high honors designation is
not made until degree candidates have completed their final term of enrollment and have met all specific
requirements.
This information also is available online at: http://www.umt.edu/urelations/info/deanslist.php.
ANACONDA:     
Lorena Craig, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
Montana Students Earn Degrees from UM
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Abby Stanberry, BA in Education: Education    
Gina Tracy, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
     
ARLEE:     
Darian Charlo, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Brian Jackson, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Tim Wheeler, Master of Science: Organismal Biology & Ecology   
     
BELGRADE:     
Justine Swanson, Master Business Administration: Business Administration-Exter  
     
BIGFORK:     
Matthew Quist, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science    
Emily Stephens, BA in Education: Education**    
     
BILLINGS:     
Dana Andersson, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Katelyn Barcus, Bachelor of Arts: Native American Studies   
Marissa Barone, Bachelor of Arts: Art    
Kimberly Bray, Bachelor of Science: Biology*    
Parker Hildebrand, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance*  
Hunter Kovash, BS in Recreation Management: Parks, Tourism & Recreation
Management
  
Ryan Lynch, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences    
Jonathan McRae, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science**    
Alexander Nord, Master of Science: Computer Science    
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Bryce Peery, Bachelor of Arts: Art    
Skye Pierce, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology    
Madison Quammen, Bachelor of Science: Biology*    
Kyle Rickhoff, Master Business Administration: Business Administration   
Stephen Round III, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Media Arts*    
Melissa Schnitzmeier, Master of Education: Educational Leadership   
Shelby Schonsberg, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Coral Strom, Bachelor of Arts: Biology**    
Emily Teeling, BA in Education: Elementary Education**    
     
BONNER:     
Nicholas Stroh, Certificate of Applied Science: Computer Aided Design   
     
BOULDER:     
Alexandra Hildebrand, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
     
BOX ELDER:     
Colton Galbavy, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
     
BOZEMAN:     
Christopher Coburn, Master of Public Health: Public Health   
Jackson Crawford, Bachelor of Arts: Economics**    
Chelsea Gilliam, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Trinity Kawalski, Associate of Arts: General AA*    
Eliza Kleinsasser, BS in Business Administration: Finance*   
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Eliza Kleinsasser, BS in Business Administration: International Business*   
Jordan Nigh, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Kirra Olsen, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Jamie Peck, Certificate of Applied Science: Welding Technology   
Nina Rice, Education Specialist: Counselor Education    
Allison Segal, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Amanda Tebay, Master Business Administration: Business Administration-Exter   
Lucy Tompkins, BA in Journalism: Journalism**    
Kristen Willms, BS in Business Administration: Marketing    
     
BROWNING:     
Eileen Henderson, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
Jessica Magee, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Aleah Oldmouse, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*   
Randall Rivas, Bachelor of Arts: Mathematics**    
Kathleen Running Crane, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
     
BUTTE:     
Kara McGeever, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Angela Piazzola, BA in Education: Education    
Kyle Shaw, BS in Business Administration: Management    
Mederios Whitworth-Babb, BA in Journalism: Journalism*    
     
CHARLO:     
Lucinda Wadsworth, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
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CHOTEAU:     
Rachel Pannabecker, Juris Doctor: Law    
     
CLANCY:     
Samantha Becker, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Megan Beigh, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies    
Zoe Coate, BS in Business Administration: Management    
Darby Harris, Juris Doctor: Law     
Mallory Herzog, Associate of Applied Science: Management   
     
CLINTON:     
Cherishe Huguely, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Desireh Kissinger, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Brooke O'Neel, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Michael Paschal, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems   
     
CLYDE PARK:     
Joshua Bennett, Certificate of Completion: Health Information Technology   
     
COLUMBIA FALLS:     
Kiersten Hubbard, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*   
     
CONRAD:     
Kurtis Janzen, BA in Education: Education*    
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CORVALLIS:     
Kianna Hansen, BS in Business Administration: Management   
     
CULBERTSON:     
Shelby Weeks, Associate of Applied Science: Paralegal Studies**   
     
DEER LODGE:     
Anna Buchanan, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Michele Christnacht, Bachelor of Science: Biology**    
Kellie Despain, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing**   
Brian Kelley, Associate of Applied Science: Diesel Technology   
Devinne Shepard, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
DILLON:     
Ethan Ferris, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Jessica Hudson, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Allie Morstein, BS in Business Administration: Marketing    
Daniel Morstein, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
     
DIXON:     
Rhiannon Liberty, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Rhiannon Liberty, Bachelor of Arts: Native American Studies   
     
EAST HELENA:     
Kourtney Zeigler, Bachelor of Arts: Art**    
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ENNIS:     
Carl Kautz, Certificate of Applied Science: Welding Technology   
     
EUREKA:     
Ashton Dierman, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance  
Blayne Metz, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
     
FLORENCE:     
Carissa Arndt, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Roberta Arnoux, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Dustin Blank, Associate of Applied Science: Carpentry    
Gregory Blodgett, Certificate: Forensic Studies    
Beau Chilton, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies    
Kenneth Collins, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Katherine Decan, BA in Education: Education**    
Kade Hornaday, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Samantha Manley, BA in Education: Education    
Alyssa Marquardt, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Tyler Mitchell, Associate of Applied Science: Welding Technology*   
Steven Roberts, Certificate of Completion: Heavy Equipment Operation**   
Nikki Schurg, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Phyllis Slominski, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology   
Ninah Steber, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Cheyenne Tavares, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology*   
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FORSYTH:     
George Fahrenbruck, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
     
FRENCHTOWN:     
Madison Blass, BA in Education: Education*    
Barbara Peterson, BA in Education: Elementary Education   
Stacy Philpott, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Assisting   
Paige Wickum, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
GREAT FALLS:     
Ryan Beam, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Hannah Bergman, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Nathaniel Cox, Master of Arts: English    
Levi Crevier, BS in Medical Technology: Medical Technology   
Clarissa English, Master of Arts: Psychology    
Cheyenne Flemming, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Cheyenne Flemming, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Shafer Higgins, BS in Business Administration: International Business   
Shafer Higgins, BS in Business Administration: Marketing    
Jayme Hill, Juris Doctor: Law     
Alex Johnson, Bachelor of Arts: Physics    
Jessica Johnson, BA in Education: Education    
Jeffrey Lester, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems   
Laurie O'Leary, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Donna Wortman, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
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HAMILTON:     
Zane Christensen, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Jonathan Couch, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology**   
Janet Gratton, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Maria Laughlin, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies*    
Cree Lehrman, BS in Business Administration: International Business*   
Cree Lehrman, BS in Business Administration: Management*   
Jeremy McMurrin, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology    
Dace Moerkerke, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance   
Grace Neal, Associate of Arts: General AA*    
Julia Pepper, Bachelor of Arts: Media Arts**    
Heather Snell, Associate of Applied Science: Accounting Technology   
Anna Tuttle, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*    
Nancy Valk, Bachelor of Arts: Art    
John Walker, Bachelor of Arts: Philosophy    
Mike Warner, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Eric Wissenbach, Bachelor of Arts: Physics    
Claire Zebrowski, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
HARDIN:     
Amanda Warren, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
     
HARLEM:     
Amy Stiffarm, Master of Public Health: Public Health    
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HELENA:     
Bradie Austin, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
Emmaline Bristow, Bachelor of Arts: English**    
Tucker Costain, Bachelor of Science: Biology**    
Angela Dusko, Master of Public Health: Public Health    
Stephenie Horne, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology**    
Kaitlin Martin, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation*   
McKaulie Matteson, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Clare Menahan, BA in Journalism: Journalism*    
Dyllan Murray, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems*   
Dyllan Murray, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems   
Caitlin Peaslee, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Jacob Rivers, Bachelor of Arts: French    
Clayton Springmeyer, Bachelor of Arts: English    
Kellen Swingley, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Tasha Van Nice, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
     
HOT SPRINGS:     
Anita Dupuis, Doctor of Philosophy: Individual Interdisciplinary   
     
HUNTLEY:     
Jake Kembel, BS in Recreation Management: Parks, Tourism & Recreation Management  
     
HUSON:     
Rebekkah Bain, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Rebekkah Bain, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
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Igor Chinikaylo, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies*   
Jack White, BS in Forestry: Forestry**    
     
KALISPELL:     
Elora Akins, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Larissa Anderson, Juris Doctor: Law    
Carly Beerman, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
EchoTanae Brown, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Darrek Frost, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance**   
Tylissa Gordon, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Madison Lovett, Associate of Arts: General AA*    
Stephanie Nadasi, Master of Education: Educational Leadership   
Austin Nugent, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Matthias Peiffer, BA in Education: Education    
Tyler Rounds, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology**    
Ian Thomsen, Master of Science: Geosciences    
Hannah Wilson, Juris Doctor: Law    
     
LEDGER:     
Cassandra Hurley, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work*    
     
LEWISTOWN:     
Gabriel King, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Curtis Sibbett, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
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LIBBY:     
Makayla Cichosz-King, Bachelor of Arts: English**    
Makayla Cichosz-King, Bachelor of Arts: Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies**   
Genesea Meha, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work**    
     
LINCOLN:     
Reanne Gehring, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Toni Hagen, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
LIVINGSTON:     
Tamara Dyer, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
     
LOLO:     
Julianna Bardgett, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Tabbatha Croft, Certificate of Completion: Medical Reception   
Mark Dunifer, Certificate: Allied Health Administration    
Mark Dunifer, Doctor of Physical Therapy: Physical Therapy   
Jason Gruber, Master of Music: Music    
Bryan Herrin, BA in Education: Education**    
Gregory Hillmar, Associate of Applied Science: Management   
Caleb Horton, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kaitlynn Rathbun, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Steven Rinaldo, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Ryan Skeel, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Cassandra Skeers, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*   
Janna Williams, Associate of Applied Science: Paralegal Studies   
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MILES CITY:     
Logan Lewis, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
     
MILLTOWN:     
Kelsea Idler, BS in Forestry: Forestry    
     
MISSOULA:     
Sandra Acord, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology  
Sandra Acord, Certificate Technical Studies: Medical Claims Specialist   
Sandra Acord, Certificate of Applied Science: Medical Reception   
Cody Adams, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance   
Madison Adams, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Corey Adcock, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Payton Agnew, BA in Education: Education**    
Payton Agnew, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
Ramadan Alfadel, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Amnah Alkohwildi, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Megan Allen, BS in Business Administration: International Business   
Megan Allen, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Amanda Allison, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
Hussain Almarhoon, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Hussain Almarhoon, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Marwa Almarhoun, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Erik Alnes, Master of Science: Resource Conservation    
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Mohamed Alsadik, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management   
Abdullah Alsanani, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Abdullah Alsanani, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Rabeh Alshareef, BS in Medical Technology: Medical Technology   
Carlin Andersen, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology**    
Alexandra Anderson, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology**   
Cassidy Anderson, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Cierra Anderson, Bachelor of Arts: Economics    
Kyle Anderson, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance*   
Jeremy Aplin, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology*   
Charlie Apple, Bachelor of Arts: Media Arts    
Kendel Archer, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
Michael Armstrong, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Daron Asleson, BA in Education: Education*    
Jaime Bach, Doctor of Philosophy: Anthropology    
Stephanie Back, BS in Microbiology: Microbiology    
Robert Bailey, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Laura Baker, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Katie Ballweber, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Nicholas Banish, Master of Science: Systems Ecology    
Ronald Barker, Certificate: Forensic Studies    
Alexander Barton, Master of Science: Resource Conservation   
Sophia Bay, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
William Behunin, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Patrizia Bentivegna, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems**  
Delisa Beresford, Bachelor of Arts: English**    
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Carter Bermingham, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Carter Bermingham, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Jason Berry, Associate of Applied Science: Management    
Emily Berte, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Lucas Bewley, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Kathryn Bobolinski, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems**   
Kathryn Bobolinski, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
Hannah Boe, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation*   
Hannah Boelman, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kimberly Bolhuis, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences    
Kyle Booi, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Devontae Boothe, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Sarah Bortis, Bachelor of Arts: East Asian Studies**    
Joshua Bowers, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Joshua Bowers, Certificate: Entertainment Management    
Andrea Bowman, BS in Business Administration: Management*   
Andrea Bowman, BS in Business Administration: Marketing*   
Samuel Box, Master of Science: Geosciences    
Andrew Boyce, Doctor of Philosophy: Fish and Wildlife Biology   
Travis Bradford, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Media Arts    
Riley Bradshaw, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Lara Brenner, Master of Science: Wildlife Biology    
Jordan Bridwell, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
Melissa Briner, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Kyrsten Brinkley, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
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Courtney Brockman, BA in Journalism: Journalism**    
Angela Brooker, Bachelor of Arts: Art*    
Zachary Brophy, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Taylor Brott, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Cedric Brown, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Garrett Brown, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Samuel Brown, Associate of Applied Science: Respiratory Care   
Reina Bryant, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management   
Reina Bryant, Certificate of Completion: Customer Relations   
Christopher Buck, Certificate of Completion: Heavy Equipment Operation   
Katherine Buckley, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Katherine Buckley, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Matthew Burgess, Certificate of Completion: Computer Aided Design   
Erin Burke, Juris Doctor: Law     
Luke Burkhart, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Brittany Busby, Doctor of Philosophy: Chemistry    
Stephani Buzar, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*   
Jordan Cahoon, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Andrew Callahan, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Tina Campbell, Master of Accountancy: Accounting    
Dallin Carey, Bachelor of Arts: Geography**    
Dallin Carey, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems**   
Maeve Carroll, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies    
Adelheid Cassidy, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology*    
Minyoung Cha, Bachelor of Arts: Theatre    
Sarah Chandler, Associate of Arts: General AA    
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Sabrina Charlson, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Kaitlynn Chesemore, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Jaeyoon Choung, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Dean Christian, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing    
Emily Christman, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance*  
Lione Clare, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation**   
Kristina Clarke, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Lindsey Coffin, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Madison Cole, Master of Arts: Economics    
Madison Coleman, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Olivia Coleman, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management   
Bradley Corntassel, Master of Accountancy: Accounting    
Connor Coughlin, Bachelor of Arts: Art**    
David Cowan, Certificate of Completion: Customer Relations   
John Cowden, Master of Arts: English    
Lexis Crawford, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Lawrence Crofutt, BS in Forestry: Forestry**    
Shane Cronin, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences**    
Justin Crotteau, Doctor of Philosophy: Forest & Conservation Sciences   
Jack Cummings, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology**   
Jenna Cunningham, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Nicole Cuntapay, Bachelor of Music Education: Music    
Rachel Dalton, Master of Science: Pharmaceutical Sciences   
Brian Davis, Certificate of Completion: Carpentry    
Tenille Day, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing**    
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Jon Paul De Roulhac, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Media Arts**    
Daniel DeGrey, Associate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Daniel DeGrey, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Daniel DeGrey, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Jasen DeVoe, Bachelor of Arts: English*    
Evan Dean, BS in Business Administration: Management    
Stacey Decker, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing    
Kathryn Delans, Juris Doctor: Law    
Max Delman, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science    
Margaret Dennison, Bachelor of Arts: Mathematics**    
Tyler Devlin, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance   
Paul DiBenedetto, BS in Business Administration: International Business   
Paul DiBenedetto, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Matthew Dolan, Master of Arts: Computer Science    
Katelyn Donnelly, Bachelor of Arts: Biology    
Kelsey Donnelly, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology    
Lynsey Douglas, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology*    
Darian Dovgan, Bachelor of Arts: English    
Patrick Doyle, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems   
Patrick Doyle, Master of Science: Environmental Studies    
Taylor DuBois, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Christy Dubois, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing**   
Michelle Dufflocq Williams, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Michelle Dufflocq Williams, Certificate: Digital Marketing    
Rachel Duneman, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology   
Rebecca Durham, Master of Fine Arts: Creative Writing    
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Christian Edington, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Megan Elensky, BS in Business Administration: Accounting   
Megan Elensky, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Jordyn England, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology**    
Jordyn England, Certificate: Forensic Studies**    
Darren Enos, Bachelor of Science: Computer Science    
Tiphanie Erickson, Bachelor of Arts: Media Arts    
Patricia Estrella, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology**    
Justine Evans, Master of Fine Arts: Media Arts    
Zachary Falen, BS in Business Administration: Marketing*   
Connor Fallon, Bachelor of Arts: History-Political Science    
Danielle Farley, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies*   
Lynn Farmer, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Treshawn Favors, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Hannah Fay, BS in Microbiology: Microbiology*    
Stephen Ferguson, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Laura Fichte, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Brittany Finch, BA in Education: Education**    
Elizabeth Finn, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Emily Finnegan, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Emily Finnegan, Certificate: Digital Marketing    
Joanna Fischer, Certificate: Environmental Ethics    
Caelan Fisher, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Media Arts*    
Jake Flaherty, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Sarah Fleming-Lovely, BA in Education: Education    
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Fallon Flynn, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Samuel Forstag, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science    
Carolyn Fox, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Pierce Frazier, Master of Arts: Political Science    
Brian French, Doctor of Education: Educational Leadership    
Zachariah Froehlich, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Lance Fulker, Certificate of Completion: Computed Tomography   
Sharon Fuller, Master of Science: Environmental Studies    
Madison Funk, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology*    
Autumn Garrison, Bachelor of Arts: French*    
Autumn Garrison, Certificate: English as a Second Language*    
Samuel Geiszler, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Conor Gelderman, Bachelor of Arts: Economics    
Conor Gelderman, Bachelor of Arts: Philosophy    
Benjamin Gesel, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Charlie Gesme, BS in Forestry: Forestry    
Rachelle Ginn, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Kory Gleed, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems   
Bryan Glenn, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Lathan Golding, Associate of Applied Science: Welding Technology   
Olivia Gomes, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Megan Gountanis, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Hailey Graf, Master of Science: Resource Conservation    
Cole Grant, BA in Journalism: Journalism*    
Jonathan Gray, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Katelynn Greenberg, Bachelor of Arts: Theatre*    
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Christon Grmoljez, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Collin Grote, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Abby Guth Lucarz, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing   
Norland Hagen, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences    
Selena Hallfrisch, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Natalie Hamel, Bachelor of Arts: English**    
Josiah Hamer, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Mykaela Hammer, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Kelsey Hankins, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Mark Hansen, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Jamie Harris, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Mary Harris, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work*    
James Hartman, Bachelor of Arts: Economics    
Emily Hayden, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology    
Katie Hayes, Associate of Applied Science: Accounting Technology*   
Andrew Hayunga, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Jord Healy, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Molly Heaton, Bachelor of Arts: English*    
Krista Hebnes, Certificate of Applied Science: Customer Relations   
Patrick Heck, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kathryn Heckert, BA in Education: Education    
Ryan Hegstad, Master of Science: Organismal Biology & Ecology   
Rikki Henderson, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science    
Jessica Henning, Bachelor of Science: Computer Science-Mathematical Science   
Reid Hensen, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
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Michael Higgins, BS in Business Administration: Accounting*   
Michael Higgins, BS in Business Administration: Finance*    
Michael Higgins, Certificate: Entertainment Management*    
Kristina Hills, BS in Forestry: Forestry*    
Dustin Hinman, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Akono Hite, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Akono Hite, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support    
Jordan Holley, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Tyson Hubbard, Bachelor of Arts: Mathematics    
Brittney Hunter, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Ellen Ipsen, Bachelor of Arts: Economics**    
Josie Jacobson, BA in Education: Education*    
Spencer Jakobi, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Rachel James, Certificate: Natural Resource Conflict Resolution    
Egan Jankowski-Bradley, BS in Microbiology: Microbiology   
Jordan Jasper, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Luke Jaynes, Bachelor of Science: Computer Science    
Hayley Jeckel, Associate of Applied Science: Management*   
Jo-Anne Jessee, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Kirsten Joerns, BA in Education: Education    
Cameron Johnson, Master of Education: Educational Leadership   
Elle Johnson, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Samantha Johnson, BA in Education: Education**    
Camille Jones, Master of Science: Environmental Studies    
Isabel Judice, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Joshua Jurgenson, BS in Business Administration: Finance   
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Elise Kautz-Holbrook, Juris Doctor: Law    
Patrick Kelly, Doctor of Philosophy: Forest & Conservation Sciences   
Aidan Kendall, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Alex Kim, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Haemin Kim, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Art    
Hunter King, Bachelor of Arts: Economics    
Caroline Kinsley, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
Lilija Kirichenko, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Emily Klaas, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology    
Cameron Klise, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
Cameron Klise, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Art**    
Kristin Knaus, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance   
Charles Knox, Bachelor of Arts: Biology    
Errin Koehler, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Lauren Korn, Bachelor of Arts: English*    
Rebecca Kranitz, Master of Science: Geography    
Zachary Krell, Bachelor of Arts: Theatre    
Camile Kurtz, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management**   
Wyatt LaBelle, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology*    
Isaac Laa Jr., Associate of Arts: General AA    
Miranda Lanford, BA in Education: Elementary Education**   
Coral Larson, BS in Microbiology: Microbiology    
Joel Lawson, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Sanghyup Lee, Certificate: English as a Second Language    
David Levine, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
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Jifeng Li, BS in Business Administration: Management & Entrepreneurship   
John Liming, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Tony Lin, BS in Business Administration: Accounting    
Tony Lin, BS in Business Administration: International Business*   
Katie Lindstrom, BA in Education: Elementary Education    
Shanel Locke, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance   
Shanel Locke, Bachelor of Arts: Art    
Robin Lockwood, Bachelor of Science: Computer Science    
Dennis Logan, Bachelor of Arts: Economics*    
Kezia Lovelady-Speer, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Timmie Lyon, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Elizabeth Lytle, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology   
Liam MacDonald, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences*    
Jacob MacLean, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Jacob Maclay, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Nima Madani, Doctor of Philosophy: Systems Ecology    
Leah Mahanti, Master of Arts: Global Youth Development    
Drew Maida, BS in Recreation Management: Parks, Tourism & Recreation
Management
  
Destini Malmberg, Associate of Applied Science: Paralegal Studies   
Stephanie Maney, Associate of Applied Science: Paralegal Studies   
Augusta Marsteller, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Janelle Martin-Dent, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Andrew Martinez, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Haley Marvin, Certificate of Completion: Customer Relations   
Joshua Masias, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Art*    
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Madeline Matia, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
Timothy Mayfield, Associate of Applied Science: Practical Nursing   
Timothy Mayfield, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing   
Morgan McCarthy, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Sean McChesney, Certificate of Applied Science: Electronics Technology   
Austin McGill, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Christine McGrath, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing**   
Kathleen McGrath, BS in Business Administration: Management   
Kathleen McGrath, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Kathleen McGrath, Certificate: Entertainment Management   
Michael McInenly, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences**    
Ryan McKinley, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Kelli McNamee, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies    
Rae Mckay, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*    
Quentin Means, Master of Science: Environmental Studies   
Julius Metcalf, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology*    
James Millay, BS in Recreation Management: Parks, Tourism &Rec Management   
Amy Miller, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
Elizabeth Miller, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Tesla Miller, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Sheila Mischke, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Aaron Misipeka-Ward, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Dan Molgaard, Master Business Administration: Business Administration   
Jewel Moll, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Shane Moody, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Joey Moore, Master of Arts: Counselor Education    
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Trey Morger, BA in Education: Elementary Education    
Jake Morton, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kaitlin Mott, BS in Business Administration: Accounting    
Briana Muldoon, Certificate: Public Health    
Nekruz Nazarzoda, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Elle' Nelson, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology*    
Jenna Netzer, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Information Technology*   
Christa Neuman, Master of Arts: Psychology    
John Nguyen, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems   
Dale Nickelson, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
Elijahwa Ninnemann, Bachelor of Arts: Mathematics*    
Laura O'Donnell, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Carissa Okragly, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance**  
Miguel Olivas, Bachelor of Music: Music    
Kari Opatz, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
Kali Orton, Master of Science: Environmental Studies    
Christopher Owens, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Tyler Padilla, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Tyler Padilla, Certificate: Forensic Studies    
Andrew Page, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Marlon Jay Pamintuan, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance  
Cale Patenaude, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Gabrielle Patterson, Bachelor of Arts: English**    
Eva Peek, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
Sam Peevey, Master of Arts: Economics    
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Jose Pena, Certificate: Public Health    
Jose Pena, Master of Science: Health & Human Performance   
Alison Pendergrass, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Alison Pendergrass, Certificate: Forensic Studies    
Earl Pfau Sr., Certificate of Applied Science: Computer Support   
Elizabeth Pickhardt, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies*   
Michaela Platts, Bachelor of Arts: Social Work    
Jordan Potter, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Rachel Powers, Master of Science: Systems Ecology    
Kathryn Priest, Bachelor of Arts: Communicative Sciences & Disorders*   
Mark Primosch, Master of Arts: Psychology    
Stacy Pyette, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing    
Yuhan Qin, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Songyue Qiu, Bachelor of Arts: Mathematics    
Conner Ransone, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Jordan Rauk, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Eli Redeker, Bachelor of Arts: English*    
Charlotte Reed, Master of Science: Systems Ecology    
Caroline Reel, Master of Arts: English    
Caleb Rehbein, BS in Business Administration: Marketing    
Ashley Reloba, Bachelor of Fine Arts: Art    
Molly Retzlaff, Master of Science: Forestry    
Gretchen Reum, Associate of Applied Science: Accounting Technology   
Collin Riley, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance*   
William Riley, Bachelor of Arts: Anthropology**    
Elizabeth Rissler Pratt, BS in Business Administration: Management**   
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Elisabeth Ristau, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Alice Robertson, BA in Education: Elementary Education**   
Nathaniel Robinson, Doctor of Philosophy: Forestry    
Benjamin Rolin, Bachelor of Arts: Philosophy**    
Gardenia Romero, BA in Education: Elementary Education*   
Danielle Ross, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Richard Rowan Jr., BA in Journalism: Journalism*    
Eric Rowell, Doctor of Philosophy: Forestry    
Zabeth Runyan, Master of Science: Environmental Studies   
Ashten Sandberg, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Markell Sanders, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Corbet Sandvick, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Dillon Sarb, Bachelor of Arts: Political Science*    
Freya Sargent, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Gretchen Sauer, BA in Education: Education*    
Julianne Savage, Master of Science: Resource Conservation   
Nolan Schilz, Certificate of Completion: Computer Aided Design*   
Hannah Schlichtherle, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Lisa Schmierer, Bachelor of Arts: Sociology    
Samuel Schnell, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
Turner Schoer, Bachelor of Music: Music    
Mario Schulzke, Master of Fine Arts: Media Arts    
Jesse Schuster, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Jesse Schuster, Certificate: Entertainment Management    
David Schwab, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
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Michael Schwisow, BA in Education: Elementary Education   
Dane Scott, BS in Business Administration: Management & Entrepreneurship*   
Dane Scott, Bachelor of Arts: Spanish*    
Emily Scott, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing*    
Mattie Scott, BA in Education: Education    
Casey Seaman, BS in Forestry: Forestry    
Ann Seymour, Bachelor of Arts: Liberal Studies    
Dmitriy Shambra, Associate of Applied Science: Respiratory Care*   
Katherine Shank, Master of Science: Geography    
Stephen Shirley, Bachelor of Science: Geography    
Stephen Shirley, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems*   
Amber Sienknecht, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Amber Sienknecht, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Candace Simonich, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Peter Sirmon, Bachelor of Arts: Geography    
Curtis Sivak, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Curtis Sivak, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
Cassie Smith, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology    
Evan Smith, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Rachel Smith, Master of Science: Forestry    
Sarah Smith, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies**    
Garth Sorenson, Associate of Applied Science: Information Technology   
Yvonne Sorovacu, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems   
Alissa Stevens, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kristian Stipe, Master Interdisciplinary Stds: Interdisciplinary Studies   
Jackelyn Stob, Associate of Arts: General AA    
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Katherine Stokes, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Connor Strahm, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies    
Kali Strickland, Master of Arts: Psychology    
Kerry Sullivan, Certificate: Natural Resource Conflict Resolution    
Kerry Sullivan, Master of Science: Resource Conservation    
Robert Sullivan, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Kira Sussman, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Kira Sussman, Bachelor of Science: Biology**    
Leah Swartz, Master of Science: Wildlife Biology    
Hiromasa Taniguchi, BA in Education: Elementary Education   
Chase Taule, Associate of Applied Science: Diesel Technology   
Irene Tiefenthaler, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Brian Toubman, Bachelor of Arts: Environmental Studies    
Brian Trethewey, Master of Science: Computer Science    
Alissa Turner, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kelsey Twite, Associate of Applied Science: Management*   
Kelsey Twite, Certificate of Applied Science: Sales and Marketing*   
Emily Tyra, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Benjamin Uhlenbruck, Bachelor of Science: Chemistry    
Camille Urbush, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Reba Van Beusekom, Master Interdisciplinary Stds: Interdisciplinary Studies   
La Vang, Certificate of Completion: Pharmacy Technology    
Cole Vecchio-Miller, Master Public Administration: Public Administration   
Marc Velling, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology*    
Clare Vergobbi, BS in Ecological Restoration: Ecosystem Science & Restorat**   
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Jake Veto, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Kassandra Viers, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
Lavette Wake, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing    
Lindsay Wancour, Certificate: Natural Resource Conflict Resolution   
Lindsay Wancour, Master of Science: Environmental Studies   
Samuel Warner, Associate of Applied Science: Carpentry    
Matthew Weaver, Doctor of Philosophy: Medicinal Chemistry   
Julie Weckworth, Doctor of Philosophy: Fish and Wildlife Biology   
Caleb Weill, BS in Business Administration: Accounting    
Braly Whisler, BA in Journalism: Journalism    
Brandon White, Certificate: Forensic Studies    
Courtney White, BS in Business Administration: Finance    
Nicholas Whiting, Master of Arts: Anthropology    
Taylor Wilcox, Doctor of Philosophy: Fish and Wildlife Biology   
Christopher Williams, Bachelor of Arts: Communication Studies   
Griffin Williams, Bachelor of Science: Geography*    
Griffin Williams, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems*   
Beau Willis, Associate of Applied Science: Management    
Sarah Winchell, BS in Wildlife Biology: Wildlife Biology*    
Mari Wolverton, Bachelor of Arts: Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies*   
Ryan Woodcock, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Drew Woolsey, Bachelor of Arts: Music    
Chloe Wright, Master of Science: Wildlife Biology    
Ziqing Xie, Bachelor of Science: Biology**    
Hyeok Yun, Bachelor of Arts: Art     
Ellen Zanetos, Bachelor of Arts: Art*    
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Levi Zell, Associate of Applied Science: Energy Technology*   
Levi Zell, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology*   
Tammy Zink, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
MONTANA CITY:     
Claudia Morrison, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
     
NOXON:     
Jason Colyer, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
     
OILMONT:     
Stephanie Gliko, Bachelor of Science: Biology    
     
PINESDALE:     
Benjamin Reynoso, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Walter Watt, Certificate of Applied Science: Computer Support   
     
POLSON:     
Zachary Camel Jr., BS in Business Administration: Management   
Staci Hanson, Master of Education: Curriculum & Instruction   
Logan Howell, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems   
Kaden Thomas, Bachelor of Arts: History    
Pearl Yellowman, Doctor of Education: Educational Leadership   
     
RED LODGE:     
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Hannah Monroe, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
RONAN:     
Zachary Craft, BS in Resource Conservation: Resource Conservation   
Grant Myhre, Certificate of Applied Science: Energy Technology   
     
SAINT IGNATIUS:     
Marni Baer, Bachelor of Arts: English    
     
SAINT REGIS:     
Henry Bullock, BS in Business Administration: Management Information Systems  
Henry Bullock, Certificate: Big Data Analytics    
     
SEELEY LAKE:     
Haylie Brown, Bachelor of Science: Geosciences*    
Haylie Brown, Certificate: Geographic Information Systems*   
Jonathan Dodd, Associate of Applied Science: Diesel Technology   
     
STANFORD:     
Claire Mikeson, Master of Arts: English    
     
STEVENSVILLE:     
Rachel Agosto, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Katelynn Bowen, Master of Science: Forestry    
Sarah Bush, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management   
Sarah Bush, Associate of Applied Science: Paralegal Studies   
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Michael Dawkins, Certificate of Applied Science: Sales and Marketing   
Hannah Dresser, Associate of Applied Science: Practical Nursing**   
Thomas Harless, Certificate of Completion: Computer Support   
Kelly Lutz, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Shealey McMillan, BA in Education: Education    
Danae McNamara, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Brandon Norton, Certificate of Applied Science: Computer Support   
Tanner Sacks, Associate of Applied Science: Management   
Samantha Steiger, Associate of Applied Science: Food Service Management   
Samantha Steiger, Certificate of Applied Science: Culinary Arts   
     
SUNBURST:     
Andrew Stevens, Certificate of Completion: Heavy Equipment Operation   
     
SUPERIOR:     
Jello Chris Maghinay, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Lisa Yakubowski, Associate of Arts: General AA**    
Vincent Yakubowski, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
THREE FORKS:     
Tucker Bronson, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance  
     
TOWNSEND:     
Sarah Hamburg, Bachelor of Arts: Spanish*    
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TROY:     
Steven Burk, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Alan Carmignani, Associate of Applied Science: Respiratory Care   
Anthony Edge, Certificate of Completion: Computer Aided Design   
Tisee Lewis, Master of Education: Educational Leadership    
     
VALIER:     
Kaden Beck, Associate of Arts: General AA    
     
VICTOR:     
Meghan Bowers, Associate of Science: Registered Nursing**   
Mariah Eckert, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Austin Gagnon, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Kayla Lewis, Associate of Applied Science: Administrative Management   
Kayla Lewis, Certificate of Applied Science: Customer Relations   
Jonathan Mayo, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Jonathan Mayo, Certificate of Applied Science: Facility Management   
Katherine Smith, Associate of Applied Science: Medical Assisting*   
     
WEST GLACIER:     
Danielle Fagre, Master of Science: Wildlife Biology    
Jennifer Steven, Bachelor of Arts: Psychology**    
     
WHITEFISH:     
Lisa Howard, BS in Health/Human Performance: Health & Human Performance  
David Loman, Bachelor of Arts: English    
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Alexandra Meyer, Associate of Arts: General AA    
Amanda Nichols, Associate of Applied Science: Respiratory Care*   
     
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS:     
Kelsie Lopp, Associate of Applied Science: Respiratory Care**   
     
WORDEN:     
Michael Middleton, BS in Business Administration: Marketing   
Contact: UM Registrar’s Office, 406-243-2995, .
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UM News
UM / News / 2017 / December / Report: 2017 Fire Season Costs Montana up to $240.5M in Visitor Spending
December 19, 2017
MISSOULA – Montana lost up to 800,000 visitors due to the fires and smoke this past summer, according to a
report produced by the Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research at the University of Montana.
“The reduction in visitation resulted in a loss of $240.5 million in visitor spending, translating to a 6.8 percent loss in
expected annual spending,” said ITRR Economist Jeremy Sage.
Nonresidents who visited Montana in July, August and
September also indicated impacts from the smoke. While
nearly one-third of those who visited said the smoke
wasn’t bad enough to negatively affect them, 10 percent
couldn’t do their activities in their preferred location and
7 percent changed where they visited in the state.
Flathead and Missoula counties were most impacted by
the visitors’ change in locations.
Report: 2017 Fire Season Costs Montana
up to $240.5M in Visitor Spending
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The fires and smoke during the season also impacted
residents all over Montana – affecting their livelihoods
and quality of life. Seventy-six percent of Montana
residents said their community experienced decreased
air quality during the 2017 fire season, with the majority
of residents living in western (87 percent) and in southwest Montana (90 percent) indicating poor air quality.
Sixty-nine percent of adults in Montana said the smoke affected their outdoor activities. This included 90 percent of
those respondents saying activities such as hiking and fishing were occasionally or frequently affected and 75
percent who indicated their outdoor fitness activities were impacted due to smoke.
As many as 38 percent
of Montanans indicated
smoke impacted their









travel point to an impact
to our quality of life,”
said ITRR Director
Norma Nickerson. “A
few years ago, we
found that 95 percent of
Montanans said that
outdoor recreation was important to them and their family’s quality of life. The 2017 fire season greatly challenged
that quality of life.” 
The study also shows a need for a wide-ranging, action-driven conversation on how Montanans can adapt to fire
seasons and build resilient communities and businesses. The expense of fighting fires, the loss of business and
resident disillusionment toward their livelihoods during fire season is likely to become more common in the years to
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come.
As reported in a recent High Country News (Vol. 49 Issue 21) article about public health concerns over wildfire,
Montana State University’s earth sciences Professor Cathy Whitlock suggests that the “flash drought” conditions
that contributed to the 2017 fire season are “exactly the kind of situation that’s projected for the future.”
To view the ITRR study report, visit https://scholarworks.umt.edu/itrr_pubs/363. All information and reports published
by ITRR are available online at http://www.itrr.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Norma Nickerson, director, UM Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research, 406-243-2328,
norma.nickerson@umontana.edu; Jeremy Sage, economist and assistant ITRR director, 406-243-5107,
jeremy.sage@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Students Become ‘Last Best’ Speakers
December 18, 2017
MISSOULA – More than 550 students showcased the best of their public speaking skills during the Last Best
Speaker Competition hosted by
the Department of
Communication Studies at the
University of Montana.
Participants in the competition,
which takes place each
semester, include the top
informative and persuasive
speakers enrolled in Introduction
to Public Speaking during fall
semester. Students in the
preliminary contest have either
the best informative or
UM Students Become ‘Last Best’
Speakers
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persuasive speech in their
respective course section. This
fall, 19 semifinalists participated
in the preliminary contest.
The six Last Best Speaker finalists included: Travis Hawkins of Spokane, Washington; Shannon O’Hara of
Missoula; Sean Rice of Lolo; Kirsten Gano of Big Timber; Makayla Paul of Sand Coulee; and Beau Yamasaki of
Missoula. Rice and Hawkins earned the top speaker award in informative and persuasive speaking, respectively.
The winners each received $100, and runners-up won $25.
“Participating in this event provides an excellent opportunity to refine both their speeches and speaking abilities for
a larger audience,” said Betsy Wackernagel Bach, a professor in UM’s Department of Communication Studies. “And,
getting a stipend for doing so doesn’t hurt the experience.”
###
Contact: Betsy Wackernagel Bach, professor, UM Department of Communication Studies, 406-243-4293,
betsy.bach@mso.umt.edu. .
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Biologist Co-hosts New Podcast on ‘Big Biology’
December 18, 2017
MISSOULA – For those who have ever wondered why we drink alcohol, what is human consciousness and artificial
intelligence, where diseases come from and whether Godzilla could actually exist, a new podcast is available. 
Art Woods, professor and biologist at the University of Montana, and Marty Martin, professor and integrative
biologist at the University of South Florida, host “Big Biology,” a podcast that tells the stories of scientists tackling
some of the biggest unanswered questions in biology.
Each episode features leading scientists from around the world and two podcasts produced from the conversation –
a condensed 5-10 minute version focusing on just the highlights, and a longer, lightly edited version of the entire
conversation.
Recent episodes have included Robert Dudley, professor and chair of integrative biology at the University of
California, Berkeley, and Denis Noble, professor emeritus of cardiovascular physiology at the University of Oxford.
The “Big Biology” podcast is available on iTunes and Google Play, as well as online at https://www.bigbiology.org/.  
UM Biologist Co-hosts New Podcast on
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###
Contact: Art Woods, associate professor, UM Division of Biological Sciences, 406-243-5234,
art.woods@mso.umt.edu. .
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UM / News / 2017 / December / Study to Investigate Potential Military-Related PTSD Treatment
December 18, 2017
Providence St. Patrick Hospital, the University of Montana and Tonix Pharmaceuticals Form Partnership for Phase 3
HONOR Study to Investigate the Safety and Efficacy of Tonmya® (Cyclobenzaprine HCl Sublingual Tablets) in
Military Veterans with Post-traumatic Stress Disorder
Missoula, MT, Dec. 18, 2017 – Providence St. Patrick Hospital, the University of Montana and Tonix
Pharmaceuticals Holding Corp. (Tonix) today announced the opening of a clinical site in Missoula for the Phase 3
HONOR study evaluating Tonmya* for the treatment of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in military veterans.
The Missoula site is part of a nationwide study that could accelerate the development of new, effective and safe
treatments for PTSD. 
U.S. Sen. Jon Tester helped bring the study to Missoula to give Montana veterans and reservists a chance to
participate in the trial of this investigational new treatment and to create a PTSD clinical research center in Montana
“This trial offers hope in addressing an urgent health crisis facing Montana’s veterans,” said Tester, ranking member
of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee. “When America’s finest return from deployment, they often face unseen
Study to Investigate Potential Military-
Related PTSD Treatment
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wounds of war. It’s my sincere hope that through this trial we can identify a safe and effective treatment for those
who served this nation.”
(A video with remarks from Tester is online at:
https://sentester.app.box.com/s/g73x0m71anwfgkodbvfl4mp0ff55euwf.)
The study, sponsored by Tonix, is being conducted by the primary investigator at Providence St. Patrick Hospital
and a sub-investigator at UM. Eligible participants are those who have experienced one or more traumatic events
during military service since 2001 and are experiencing ongoing disabling post-traumatic stress symptoms such as
nightmares, flashbacks, agitation, irritability and disturbances in sleep. Interested participants will receive a
screening visit at Providence Psychiatry, including a thorough psychiatric and medical examination.
Eligible participants will receive either Tonmya or placebo, to be taken at bedtime daily for 12 weeks and return to
the clinic for a baseline visit and monthly evaluations of PTSD symptoms and physical health. Upon completion of
the 12-week double-blind treatment, all participants who were generally compliant with the study protocol will be
offered an additional 12 weeks of treatment with Tonmya.
The Missoula site is part of the nationwide study targeting a total enrollment of up to approximately 550 participants.
The safety and effectiveness of Tonmya for the treatment of PTSD will be compared with participants receiving
placebo by the end of the 12 weeks.
“Providence St. Patrick Hospital has a long history of supporting research and innovation,” said Joyce Dombrouski,
chief executive of Providence Montana. “The Phase 3 HONOR Study may lead to advancement of an effective
treatment option for our veterans suffering from PTSD.”
“We are very excited to participate in this clinical research study to address public health challenges and unmet
medical need,” said Reed Humphrey, dean of the UM College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences. “The
Neural Injury Center at UM is fundamentally important to both the college and the university as we work to improve
the quality of life among those with head injury and those suffering from PTSD and the quality of life for their
families. Our efforts are directed to the research, education and clinical service for those with head injury and those
suffering from PTSD.  We hope our work in providing medical service and research will contribute to best medical
practices for veterans and others who have suffered head injury and those suffering from PTSD.  While the HONOR
Study does not require a history of head injury to be eligible to participate, the study does include participants who
suffered head injury that resulted in mild traumatic brain injury.”
“We are very excited to be a part of the HONOR study,” said Cindi Laukes, the center’s chief operating officer and
a sub-investigator on the trial. “The Neural Injury Center is honored to assist injured veterans seeking PTSD
screening or diagnosis, and our participation in this study will put us in the driver’s seat to search for effective new
treatments.”
To participate in the trial, Montana veterans can visit www.thehonorstudy.com to see if they qualify and to enroll. If
veterans qualify and choose to participate, they will receive study-related care at no cost. Veterans also will receive
compensation for time and travel to attend study visits. Health insurance is not required to participate in the study,
and a Certificate of Confidentiality is provided to participants to protect their privacy.
Participants do not need a previous diagnosis of PTSD to join the study. Montana veterans can contact Providence
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St. Patrick Hospital at 406-243-4017 for more information or to inquire about the study. 
The Phase 3 HONOR study is an important part of a clinical development program to confirm the potential clinical
benefit of Tonmya for PTSD. Because of the need to improve the current market of products for PTSD, especially
military-related PTSD, Tonmya has been granted Breakthrough Therapy designation by the FDA.
“The preliminary evidence of improved clinical benefit of Tonmya for the treatment of PTSD has been recognized by
the FDA,” said Seth Lederman, M.D., president and chief executive officer of Tonix. “We have FDA’s commitment to
accelerate the development and review of this Breakthrough Therapy for PTSD. The support from Senator Tester
helps to expedite the clinical development of Tonmya for an early New Drug Application (NDA) submission.”
*Tonmya has been conditionally accepted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as the proposed trade
name for TNX-102 SL (cyclobenzaprine HCl sublingual tablets) for the treatment of PTSD. TNX-102 SL is an
investigational new drug and has not been approved for any indication.
Contact: JoAnn Hoven, Providence St. Patrick Hospital communications, 406-241-2919,
joann.hoven@providence.org; Paula Short, UM President's Office director of communications, 406-243-2311,
paula.short@mso.umt.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Family Medicine Residency Receives Grant Funding for Work on Opioid Abuse
December 15, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s Family Medicine Residency of Western Montana has received
supplemental funding of $80,000 in addition to their current $1.7 million grant from the Health Resources and
Services Administration of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
The money will be used to provide opioid-related training not only for the residency program, but also program
partners, including in rural Montana communities. The Montana Pain Conference that will occur in collaboration with
the Western Montana Area Health Education Center April 5-6, 2018, at the UM University Center will also be
funded by this grant.
“This is an excellent opportunity for FMRWM to provide resources and education to our partner communities
regarding this very significant health issue and to manifest the program’s mission in new and tangible ways,” said
Dr. Ned Vasquez, FMRWM program director and grant co-principal investigator. 
Between 2000 and 2015, 693 deaths in Montana were attributed to prescription opioid poisoning as reported by the
Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services. Further reported by Montana DPHHS, drug overdoses
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are the third-leading cause of injury-related death in Montana, accounting for 1,334 deaths between 2003 and
2014. Opioid abuse has reached epidemic proportions nationally and has become a health crisis.
The purpose of the supplemental funding is to enhance and expand training for primary care providers across
Montana in opioid use disorder diagnosis, prevention and treatment. The funding will also go toward integrating
opioid-related training into the core curriculum of the residency training program. The residency program will work
closely with their 10 rural training sites to offer expanded opioid training and reduced conference fees for rural
providers.
“The Montana Pain Conference: Evolving Science & Modalities” will offer education on the latest research and
innovation with a focus on safe prescribing and alternative treatment methods in chronic pain care.
“There is an incredible need in our Montana communities for opioid training and education, and we are excited to
use these dollars to help highly motivated providers to better serve their communities and increase patient
satisfaction,” said Dr. Marc Mentel, FMRWM faculty member and Montana Pain Conference chair. “It’s all about
maximizing and enhancing local resources for better rural health.”
The conference will feature national researchers, thinkers and providers focused on sharing innovations in chronic
pain care.
Sean Fargo will share how he worked with pain doctors at Harvard, Stanford and the Mayo Clinic developed the
world’s first patented digital health solution, which enables physicians and other care providers to prescribe
mindfulness and meditation in lieu of opiates to better treat patients for better patient outcomes.
Another speaker and leader in pain management, Dr. Melissa Geraghty, is the recipient of the 2016 Hero of Hope
Award from the International Pain Foundation and the 2015 recipient of the Midwest Pain Society’s Clinical
Excellence Award.
Recently featured on National Public Radio, Dr. Jack Westfall will also share his story at the Montana Pain
Conference. Westfall is a family physician and researcher at the University of Colorado and with the High Plains
Research Network. He has been working with rural clinics and hospitals in Colorado to create solutions for the rural
Colorado opioid crisis.
To see the full agenda or register, the Montana Pain Conference is online at http://www.mtpain.org.  
  Mentel will present “Building a Case for Medication Assisted Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder” at the Friday
Medical Conference on Jan. 19, 2018. His presentation will take place from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room
1.  Live streaming will be available at http://www.wmtahec.org/friday-medical-conference/. Both the Montana Pain
Conference and the Friday Medical Conference have been submitted for Continuing Medical Education credits. The
Montana Pain Conference confers 12 credits and the Friday Medical Conference confers 1 credit.
Headquartered in Missoula, FMRWM is sponsored by UM and affiliated with the University of Washington Family
Medicine Residency Network. The program is distinctively dually accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education and the American Osteopathic Association.
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 The program’s three sponsoring hospitals in western Montana include Kalispell Regional Healthcare and, in
Missoula, Providence St. Patrick Hospital and Community Medical Center. Residents are involved in continuity clinic
training at Flathead Community Health Center in Kalispell and Partnership Health Center in Missoula.
Additionally, the program works with an extensive rural training network of 10 sites: Blackfeet Community Hospital,
Northwest Community Health Center, Providence St. Joseph Medical Center, Clark Fork Valley Hospital, St. Luke
Community Healthcare, Community Physicians Group-Stevensville, Marcus Daly Memorial Hospital, Community
Hospital of Anaconda, Barrett Hospital and Healthcare and Central Montana Medical Center.
For more information visit http://health.umt.edu/fmrwm/.
###
Contact: Rebecca Morgan, project and communications manager, UM Family Medicine Residency of Western
Montana, 406-544-5085, rebecca.morgan@mso.umt.edu.
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December 14, 2017
MISSOULA – Patrick Secor, a new assistant professor in the University of Montana’s Division of Biological
Sciences, recently won two grants for his research on the bacterial pathogen Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
Secor, who holds a doctorate in biological sciences and began work at UM in July, earned a Career Transition
Award from the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases for $250,000 over two years. The award –
which assists young scientists who are transitioning from a mentored position, such as a postdoctoral fellow, to
independent faculty – will allow Secor to conduct research, hire researchers and purchase key pieces of equipment.
Secor also earned a Transformational Award from the Falk Medical Research Trust. The Falk award, which is worth
$1 million over two years, is split among Secor and researchers at Stanford, Ohio State and Baylor universities. The
funding will go toward helping develop a human vaccine against the pathogen P. aeruginosa, which can cause
infection in the lungs of people with cystic fibrosis, non-healing wounds and many other hospital-acquired infections.
 “This proposal to develop novel vaccines against P. aeruginosa addresses a critical, unmet clinical need and, if
successful, will have a great impact on human health,” Secor said.
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Chronic bacterial infections, especially those affecting the airways of people with cystic fibrosis, wounds, burns or
medical transplants, typically do not respond to prolonged antibiotic treatments. P. aeruginosa forms biofilms – slimy
layers of bacteria and polymers that allow the pathogen to stick to catheters and other surfaces, as well as resist
both antibiotics and the host immune response. Many strains of P. aeruginosa are infected with filamentous viruses,
or bacteriophage. When P. aeruginosa forms a biofilm, filamentous bacteriophage make bacteria in biofilms longer-
lived, more adherent to surfaces and more tolerant to antibiotics and the immune system.
Through the Falk award, Secor and his colleagues will optimize a vaccine and therapeutic antibody targeting
filamentous bacteriophage to help treat or prevent bacterial infections. The group has developed a vaccine and
antibody against P. aeruginosa infections in mice, and future work will focus on the underlying mechanisms so that
therapeutics can eventually be tested in human clinical trials.
In his own research, Secor will focus on how the high polymer concentrations found at sites of chronic infection
affect P. aeruginosa and its antibiotic tolerance.
"Bacteria often occupy environments crowded with macromolecules like polymers – think about pus, mucus, dental
plaque or even environmental biofilms that form on slippery river rocks or stagnant ponds,” Secor said.  
According to Secor, although researchers have studied how bacteria and polymers interact, little is known about
how bacteria sense and respond to crowded, polymer-rich environments. The Career Transition Award will fund this
research.
“By understanding this fundamental interaction, I hope to lay the groundwork for the discovery of new therapeutic
strategies to treat or prevent bacterial infections,” Secor said.
Contact: Patrick Secor, assistant professor, UM Division of Biological Sciences, 406-243-2614,
patrick.secor@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Report: Montana Visitor Spending Up
December 14, 2017
MISSOULA – Although the number of nonresident visitors to Montana remained nearly flat in 2017, traveler
spending increased, according to preliminary estimates by the University of Montana’s Institute for Tourism and
Recreation Research.
In 2017, approximately 12.2 million nonresidents visited Montana and spent more than $3 billion in the Treasure
State, according to the report. The number of travelers visiting the state in 2017 remained nearly even with 2016.
Despite very little change in the number of individual travelers, those who did travel to the state stayed longer on
average and spent more. The net result is an 8 percent increase in total spending over 2016.
During 2017, visitor spending supported an estimated 38,700 jobs directly and more than 53,000 jobs in total.
Nonresident spending within the state also supported $1 billion of labor income and indirectly supported $556
million of labor income. Nonresidents contributed more than $204 million in state and local taxes.
The ITRR will update these estimates with 2017 fourth quarter data and finalize the report in spring 2018. The
preliminary report is online at: http://itrr.umt.edu/files/2017-prelim-nonres-estimate.pdf.
All information and reports published by ITRR are available online at http://www.itrr.umt.edu.
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Contact: Norma Nickerson, UM Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research director, 406-243-2328,
norma.nickerson@umontana.edu; Jeremy Sage, ITRR associate director, 406-243-5552,
jeremy.sage@umontana.edu; Kara Grau, ITRR assistant director of economic analysis, 406-243-5107,
kara.grau@umontana.edu.
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Programs Collaborate for Inaugural ‘Climate Art and Science Showcase’
December 12, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana Dance Program, Climate Change Studies program and Davidson Honors
College joined to celebrate students’ creative research on climate change on Saturday, Dec. 9, at the inaugural
“Climate Art and Science Showcase.”
Members of the campus and Missoula community were offered a rare chance to experience creative responses to
the impacts of climate change. The event succeeded in its mission to bridge art and science through visual and
performing arts.
The showcase featured climate change research from six students in diverse disciplines and majors, including
dance, environmental studies, forestry, journalism, economics, math and creative writing.
Dance major Katie Conrad collaborated
with environmental studies major
Wendell Elliot to present original
choreography inspired by coral reef
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bleaching. Forestry major Jayden
Peterson performed his original musical
composition illuminating the impact
climate change presents for future
generations.
Journalism major Daylen Turk
presented a fictional audio drama
documenting a journalist’s and climate
scientist’s quest to discover the location
and source of climate change. Economics and math major Matt Malloy designed and presented a podcast featuring
individuals with opposing viewpoints attempting to engage in productive dialogue about climate change.
Creative writing major Grace Held presented original visual art propaganda demonstrating the diverse beliefs
associated with climate change.
“Art making and storytelling provide students a way of knowing, defining and understanding the complexities of the
world, such as climate change and the debates and science thereof,” said dance Professor Nicole Bradley
Browning, who was Conrad’s mentor for the project. “Collaboration between diverse disciplines inspires students to
engage in comprehensive creative research.”
 “We are committed to providing students opportunities to combine art and science in meaningful ways and are
eager to cosponsor the next collaborative showcase,” said Nicky Phear, Climate Change Studies program director.
For more information call Bradley Browning at 406-529-3331 or email nicole.bradleybrowning@umontana.edu or
call Phear at 406-243-6932 or email nicky.phear@umontana.edu.
###
Contact: Nicole Bradley Browning, UM professor of dance, 406-529-3331, nicole.bradleybrowning@umontana.edu;
Nicky Phear, Climate Change Studies program director and instructor, 406-243-6932, nicky.phear@umontana.edu.
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December 11, 2017
MISSOULA – Country singer/songwriter Brett Eldredge will bring “The Long Way” tour to the University of Montana
Adams Center on April 6, 2018. Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 15, at http://www.griztix.com.
Eldredge recently released his brand-new single “The Long Way” from his self-titled record, which became the best-
selling all-genre album upon release and hit No. 1 on Billboard’s Top Country Albums and Top Album Sales charts.
“The Long Way,” which Eldredge performed on both “The Today Show” and “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon” in August, follows his six chart-topping singles, including his most recent “Wanna Be That Song.”
His second album, “Illinois,” debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Top Country Albums chart and No. 3 on the Billboard
Top 200 chart upon its release, and it features the platinum-certified megahit “Drunk on Your Love” and the gold-
certified “Lose My Mind.”
The Paris, Illinois, native released his Christmas album “Glow” in October of last year, which earned him the No. 1
song on the Holiday Music and Adult Contemporary charts with “Baby It’s Cold Outside,” a duet with Grammy-
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winner Meghan Trainor. Eldredge’s 2013 debut album “Bring You Back” spawned three chart-topping singles,
including the platinum-certified “Don’t Ya,” the gold-certified and most-played country song of 2014 “Beat of the
Music,” and the gold-certified “Mean To Me.”
Known for his world-class vocals, Eldredge has performed his songs on nearly every major television show in the
country and was on the road with Luke Bryan through 2017. “The Long Way” tour will feature special guest and
country singer/songwriter Devin Dawson.
For more information call Jessica Partain, UM Adams Center program coordinator, at 406-243-4051 or email
jessica.partain@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Jessica Partain, program coordinator, UM Adams Center, 406-243-4051, jessica.partain@mso.umt.edu.
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December 11, 2017
MISSOULA – Three students received awards at the EPIC Pitch Competition, hosted by the University of Montana’s
Blackstone LaunchPad and the College of Business on Dec. 7 in the Gilkey Building. 
Eight UM students pitched their business ideas with the hope of winning a portion of $3,000. This year’s finalists
came from diverse academic programs across campus and included three participants in UM’s Pursue Your
Passion program, a yearlong initiative that helps participants explore their interests through an entrepreneurial
mindset.
Craig Koller, a geography graduate student, won the overall competition and took home $1,500 for his pitch for
Union Pay Inc. Union Pay Inc. is a cloud-based software service and accounting software add-on that aims to
simplify the hiring and payroll process for union contractors and their employees. The idea for Union Pay Inc. grew
from Koller’s personal experience in his family’s small construction business and the challenges they faced
navigating the technology that unions use when working with employers and members. Koller also won a laptop
computer provided by one of the competition’s sponsors: the Bookstore at UM. Union Pay Inc. will gain automatic
entry into the larger annual statewide John Ruffatto Business Startup Challenge on April 13, 2018, at UM.
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The awards for “Most Exciting Startup Idea” and “Most Compelling Live Presentation” went to Jennifer Sheets, a UM
creative writing graduate student. Sheets pitched her idea for Storysquares App, a digital platform for K-12 students
that uses templates to facilitate learning and exploration of the writing process. Sheets was awarded $1,000.  
The “Autumn Athena Award,” presented to a dynamic female competitor who embodies leadership, drive, passion
and accomplishment, was awarded to Catie DeMets, a graduate student in environmental studies. DeMets also is a
participant in the Pursue Your Passion Program. She pitched her idea for Mirthful Farm, a “pizza farm” where
pizzas, made from ingredients grown sustainably on the farm, are served in a way that celebrates and builds
community. She was awarded $500.
UM students Kate Kolwicz, Vesta Historic; Michael Couso, Touch the Stars; Theresa Simons, Shady Grove
Orchards and Farm; Matthew Blois and Gerard Sapes, Big Biology Podcast; and Elijah Duckels, Outdoor Gear
Checklist, also pitched their business ideas.
This year’s EPIC Pitch competition was made possible by the generous contributions of lead sponsors First Security
Bank and the Bookstore at UM and sponsorship of the EPIC Montana program from First Interstate Bank and
MontanaCRE.
Blackstone LaunchPad at UM is a center for entrepreneurship for UM students, alumni, faculty and staff. The
organization offers free services to assist entrepreneurs in turning their ideas, skills and passions into real-world
businesses and nonprofit organizations through individualized coaching and venture creation support. 
            For more information on UM Blackstone LaunchPad programs, email Jenny Lind, Blackstone LaunchPad




Contact: Paul Gladen, director, Blackstone LaunchPad at UM, 406-243-5723, paul.gladen@umontana.edu..
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UM / News / 2017 / December / UM Dining to Host 20th Annual Christmas Cookie Cook-Off
December 11, 2017
MISSOULA – The 20th Annual Great University of Montana Christmas Cookie Cook-Off, hosted by UM Dining and
sponsored by Sysco Food Service of Montana, is set for Thursday, Dec. 21.
The event will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Lommasson Center’s Food Zoo dining room.
UM students, faculty, staff and their families are invited to attend the event, themed “The Nutcracker.” Guests may
bring home up to half of the cookies they bake. The remainder will be donated to local youth homes, senior homes,
group shelters and other nonprofit organizations.
Sysco Foodservice of Montana will donate approximately 800 pounds of cookie dough ingredients and decorations.
Participants need only bring their holiday spirit for some tasty and charitable fun.
Every year, more than 30 campus departments participate in this event and donate about 300 dozen cookies to 16
local charities. In addition to making cookies, the event will feature beverages, music and a children’s play area.
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For more information call Sam Belanger, UM Dining director of marketing, at 406-243-5089 or email him at
samuel.belanger@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Sam Belanger, director of marketing, UM Dining, 406-243-5089, samuel.belanger@mso.umt.edu.
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/ UM Graduates’ Study Shows LGBTQ Individuals at Greater Risk for Substance Use Following Discrimination
December 07, 2017
MISSOULA – Not only are daily discrimination experiences painful, they also are associated with greater risk of
subsequent nicotine, alcohol and drug use among lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people, according
to new research conducted at the University of Montana.
The study, led by recent UM doctoral graduate Nicholas Livingston, in partnership with fellow UM alumni
researchers at the University of California-San Francisco and Marquette University, used a smart phone-based
application that prompted 50 LGBTQ participants to fill out short surveys several times a day for two weeks. The
survey asked participants, all of whom were either current or recent UM students between the ages of 18 and 45,
about their daily interactions and moods, as well as their recent nicotine, alcohol and drug use.
The findings, published this month in the Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, showed that LGBTQ-based
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discrimination that had occurred in the previous few hours was associated with greater immediate and prolonged
risk for engaging in nicotine, alcohol and drug use. By comparison, the effects of other forms of mistreatment
throughout the day, which included mistreatment attributed to gender, race/ethnicity, disability, or mental or physical
health status, were weaker.
“These findings are disheartening in the sense that we believe discrimination is something that should not be
happening in the first place,” said Livingston, who earned his doctorate in UM’s clinical psychology program earlier
this year and who is now a postdoctoral research fellow at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Boston Medical
Center. “However, knowing this may help guide researchers toward developing interventions that promote healthy
and effective coping among LGBTQ individuals who experience discrimination.”
According to co-author Nicholas Heck, an assistant professor of psychology at Marquette University who earned his
doctoral and master’s degrees from UM, the study was the first known attempt to investigate how discrimination
experienced by LGBTQ people can increase their risk for substance use on a daily, real-time basis. The results
changed the researchers’ understanding of how discrimination events can impact the LGBTQ community, according
to another co-author, Annesa Flentje.
“Previously, we were seeing higher rates of nicotine, drug and alcohol use among the LGBTQ community and had
evidence that it was related to discrimination generally,” said Flentje, who earned her bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctoral degrees from UM and is now an assistant professor at the University of California-San Francisco School of
Nursing. “This study showed us that experiencing LGBTQ-based discrimination is related to substance use within
several hours.”
The findings also raise concerns because substance use remains a national public health issue, and rates of
substance use have been shown to be higher among LGBTQ individuals, Livingston said.
“This is due to the fact that LGBTQ individuals experience elevated rates of minority stress, which is a function of
discrimination experiences that we have now shown to increase risk for daily nicotine, alcohol and drug use,” he
said. “Above all, we believe these findings speak to the fact that further work is needed to address this disparity on
a social level by working to reduce prejudicial attitudes that lead to discrimination against LGBTQ individuals. In the
meantime, we believe these findings have implications for future clinical science innovation. We look forward to
contributing to these efforts.” 
The researchers hope those innovations include the development of technology-based interventions, such as web-
based and mobile applications that provide real-time support to LGBTQ individuals who face discrimination.
 “These technologies could include self-report tracking capabilities – for example, logging moods, cravings or
number of drinks consumed – as well as self-guided therapeutic modules that facilitate adaptive coping in response
to discrimination, and other stressors, in real time,” he said.
Livingston, Heck and Flentje are all UM alumni, and their collaboration began as they worked with Professor Bryan
Cochran in the UM Department of Psychology. The full article on their study is available online at
http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2017-53491-002.
The study was funded by research grants awarded to the lead author from the American Psychological Association,
Association for Psychological Science and the UM Office of Research and Creative Scholarship. Flentje’s work on
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this project was funded, in part, by a grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse.
For more information, email Livingston at nicholas.livingston@va.gov.
Contact: Nicholas A. Livingston, UM doctoral alumnus, nicholas.livingston@va.gov.
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/ Campus Recreation Furthers UM’s Commitment to Sustainability by Becoming Carbon Neutral
December 07, 2017
MISSOULA – Campus Recreation at the University of Montana will become carbon neutral in 2018 after purchasing
440 metric tons of carbon offsets and 870,000 kilowatt-hours in renewable energy certificates.
The certified Green-e carbon offsets, purchased from Sterling Planet, will allow the department to cancel out nearly
1 million pounds of carbon dioxide. The purchase will offset the equivalent of annual carbon dioxide emissions from
49,492 gallons of gasoline consumed or 14,720 incandescent lamps switched to CFL light bulbs, as well as annual
greenhouse gas emissions from 1.1 million miles driven by an average passenger vehicle or 153 tons of waste sent
to a landfill.
In addition to the carbon offsets, the renewable energy certificates, which guarantee that an equal amount of
renewable wind energy is delivered to the nation’s electric grid, will offset the equivalent of 1.4 million pounds of
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carbon dioxide – or carbon dioxide emissions from 72,856 gallons of gasoline consumed or 21,669 incandescent
lamps switched to CFLs, plus annual greenhouse gas emissions from 1.6 million miles driven by an average
passenger car or 226 tons of waste sent to a landfill.
Combined, the purchases will avoid releasing the equivalent of nearly 2.4 million pounds of carbon dioxide. 
“Sustainability is one of Campus Recreation’s core values,” said Director Steve Thompson. “Going carbon neutral is
our way of converting those values into direct action, not only for our current students, faculty and staff, but for
future generations as well.”
The department’s purchases represent the latest example of UM’s ongoing efforts to achieve environmental and
social sustainability in its operations, classrooms and facilities. Earlier this month, the UM Office of Sustainability
announced it earned a bronze rating in the national Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System. The
University’s score of 41.99 put it just 2.2 points shy of attaining a silver rating.
For more information on the Campus Recreation purchases, call Thompson at 406-243-5269, email
stephen.thompson@mso.umt.edu or visit http://www.umt.edu/crec/about/facilities/sustainability.php. For more
information on UM sustainability efforts, visit http://www.umt.edu/sustainability/.
Contact: Steve Thompson, director, UM Campus Recreation, 406-243-5269, stephen.thompson@mso.umt.edu.
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December 07, 2017
MISSOULA – The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and the Japan Foundation have selected the University of
Montana and its Mansfield Center to once again participate in the KAKEHASHI Project grant.
The project will send 23 UM undergraduate or graduate students and two supervisors to Japan for a weeklong
guided business, culture and policy exchange program managed by the Japan International Cooperation Center.
Tour dates are March 5-13. Application information is available at http://www.umt.edu/mansfield/. Applications will
be accepted until Dec. 24.
The program sponsor pays for international airfare, lodging, program meals, transportation and admission fees
associated with program activities. Participants are responsible for all other costs, including passports and
vaccinations.
The program is designed for adventurous and mature students who have a serious interest in business or Asia but
have not studied in or traveled in Japan for an extended period. Scheduled activities include meetings with
government and business officials, cultural tours, lectures on Japanese society and engaging with Japanese people.
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The tour is open to students studying Japanese language/culture, students with a demonstrated interest in Japan
and/or students in UM’s College of Business. Priority will be given to business students and those with more than
one year of experience with Japanese language/culture or Japanese business and products. No academic credit is
provided by the program.
The KAKEHASHI Project is part of Japan’s Friendship Ties Programs designed to promote people-to-people
exchanges between Japan and countries across the world. The KAKEHASHI Project promotes mutual trust and
understanding among the people of Japan and the U.S. to facilitate economic and diplomatic relationships. It also
contributes to finding and fostering more experts on Japan.
The Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE), the implementing agency of the KAKEHASHI Project, has been
involved in various international cooperation activities since its establishment in 1977. JICE manages international
training courses for the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japan International Cooperation Agency,
universities, local governments, foreign governments and private organizations. JICE’s motto is “Share knowledge
and experience. For our world. For the future.”      
UM’s Mansfield Center promotes better understanding of Asia, U.S. relations with Asia and ethics in public affairs in
the spirit of Sen. Mike Mansfield (1903-2001) and his wife and life partner, Maureen Hayes Mansfield. The center
houses programs that focus on the peoples and cultures of modern Asia and ethics in public affairs – the core
interests and hallmarks of Sen. Mansfield’s career.
Contact: Caitlin Sager, program coordinator, UM Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, 406-243-2965,
caitlin.sager@mso.umt.edu.
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December 06, 2017
MISSOULA – Students from the W.A. Franke College of Forestry & Conservation at the University of Montana will
study conservation and sustainability in Chile and Tasmania in the new year. The college recently awarded a select
group of students a total of $32,000 in Franke Sustainability Fellowships to support what is expected to be
transformative experiences.
Six students will attend a field course in Chile over wintersession and conduct follow-up research and one student
will do an exchange in Tasmania during spring semester. The list of students follow:
Amber Auld is a senior majoring in ecosystem science and restoration from Lead, South Dakota. She is an
active member of several student clubs including Forestry Club, Society for Ecological Restoration student
chapter and the Woodsman Team.
Isabella Evavold is a junior majoring in wildlife biology with a minor in climate change studies from Superior,
Wisconsin.
Luke Johnson is a junior studying wildlife biology with a minor in international development studies. Johnson,
from Bozeman, currently is studying abroad at the University of Concepcion in Chile, after receiving a separate
UM Students Earn International
Sustainability Training Fellowships
 A to Z
my.umt.edu
UM Students Earn International Sustainability Training Fellowships - UM News - University Of Montana
http://news.umt.edu/2017/12/120517fsfp.php[1/23/2018 11:14:55 AM]
Franke student scholarship last spring.
Rebecca Levandowski is a senior studying resource conservation with a minor in climate change studies.
Levandowski, from Billings, also is a student in the Franke Global Leadership Initiative and an honors student.
Arizona Martin is a junior majoring in ecosystem science and restoration. Martin, from Hamilton, also will
complete the field learning requirement for the ecosystems science and restoration major by doing a service-
learning project in Chile.
Kyle Milne is a senior majoring in parks, tourism and recreation management with a minor in business
administration. Milne, from Cooper Landing, Alaska, will spend four months on a student exchange at the
University of Tasmania, focusing on sustainable tourism in island places.
Jack Whittle is a sophomore majoring in ecosystem science and restoration from Seaside, Oregon. He also
works as a UM advocate, promoting UM to outside constituents.
In 2016, William A. and Carolyn Franke and their family presented UM with the largest single gift in its history. The
W.A. Franke Sustainability Fellowship Program in the W.A. Franke College of Forestry and Conservation was made
possible through this gift. The FSFP supports undergraduate students who engage in field-based, experiential
education related to sustainability. 
In the six-credit course held in the Patagonia region of Chile, led by Professor Cara Nelson, students participate in a
six-day service-learning research project with the Chilean organization responsible for managing national forests
and parks. They’ll also spend eight days backpacking through three protected areas and interact with Chilean land
managers, scientists and community members.  After the field course has concluded they will conduct independent
research.
###
Contact: Jill Belsky, professor, UM W.A. Franke College of Forestry & Conservation, 406-243-4958,
jill.belsky@umontana.edu.
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MISSOULA – University of
Montana students now have
more connections to global
careers through the international
development studies minor.
The freestanding minor brings
together UM faculty members’
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across campus – including
business, economics, forestry,
anthropology, political science,
geography and many more – students learn how to build a multidisciplinary toolkit suited for international careers
spanning sectors, governmental and nongovernmental organizations.
Students in the minor are encouraged to connect to internship opportunities as undergraduates, and now, they can
seek out their options through a new, custom-designed app tile on the UMontana mobile app.
The app points students to carefully vetted international development-focused internships, many of which are virtual
and allow students to complete them from UM’s campus. Opportunities include internships with the UN World Food
Program, Circle of Health International (an international nongovernmental organization based in Austin, Texas,
founded by UM alumna Sera Bonds), Ecology Project International, Unite for Sight and many more.
“The international internships expand the workforce experience and professional networks of UM students
immeasurably and help them find work in their chosen field after graduation,” said Kimber McKay, director of UM’s
International Development Studies.
UM has a long-standing tradition of making global connections, with faculty members conducting research and
consulting abroad in each one of its colleges. Every year, UM is recognized in the top five campuses in the nation
for producing Peace Corps volunteers.
For more information on the International Development Studies minor at UM, call McKay at 406-243-2693 or email
kimber.mckay@mso.umt.edu.
###
Contact: Kimber McKay, ctor, UM International Development Studies, 406-243-2693, kimber.mckay@mso.umt.edu.
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December 04, 2017
MISSOULA – The University of Montana’s School of Public and Community Health Sciences recently received the
maximum seven-year accreditation from the Council on Education for Public Health for both its master and doctoral
degree programs.
“Staff and faculty of the school worked diligently through an accreditation process that lasted more than two years,
including providing detailed documentation of academic processes, self-evaluation and an on-site visit from CEPH
representatives,” said Tony Ward, chair of the school.
 “This accreditation means that our courses, policies and procedures, as well as our faculty and staff, have all been
thoroughly evaluated to ensure that our program meets or exceeds the highest standards for graduate-level public
health education,” Ward said. “We are proud to be the only CEPH-accredited public health program in Montana,
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and we are excited to continue supporting the public health workforce in our region.”
The accreditation applies to three programs offered by the School of Public and Community Health Sciences: a
doctorate in public health and two master’s degrees: one in public health and one in public health with a
concentration in community health and prevention sciences. The school also offers five certificate programs, as well
as two dual degrees.
The school’s Final Self Study Report and the Final Report from CEPH are online at
at http://health.umt.edu/publichealth/stories/7%20Year%20Accreditation.php.
Learn more about UM’s School of Public and Community Health Sciences at http://health.umt.edu/publichealth.  
###
Contact: Tony Ward, chair, UM School of Public and Community Health Sciences, 406-243-4092,
tony.ward@mso.umt.edu. .
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December 04, 2017
MISSOULA – Acclaimed country singer Chris Young will visit Missoula as part of his extended 2018 world tour on
Wednesday, May 16, at the University of Montana Adams Center.
“Chris Young: Losing Sleep 2018 World Tour” tickets and VIP packages go on sale at 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 8, at all
GrizTix outlets, by phone at 888-MONTANA or by visiting http://www.griztix.com. American Express card members
can purchase tickets before the general public online only at http://www.griztix.com from 10 a.m. Wednesday, Dec.
6, to 10 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7.
A limited number of exclusive VIP packages will also go on sale starting at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 5. The packages
include premium tickets, access to a pre-show VIP hangout session with an exclusive performance and special
Q&A, limited-edition lithographs, autographed memorabilia and more. VIP ticket buyers can redeem a CD or a
digital copy of Young’s new album, “Losing Sleep,” with every order.
Named “one of his era’s finest traditionalists” by the Associated Press, Young quickly has become an international
ambassador for country music, performing to packed houses worldwide, including the sold-out Country to Country
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Festival in the U.K.
Recently inducted as the newest member of the iconic Grand Ole Opry, Young achieved another milestone this year
with the release of “Losing Sleep,” his second consecutive studio album to debut at No. 1 on Billboard’s Top
Country Albums Chart. With seven albums to his credit – including the 2015 gold-certified “I’m Coming Over,” which
earned multiple award nominations and scored three consecutive chart-topping singles – “Losing Sleep” is Young’s
third project in less than two years.
Next year will become another banner year for the 32-year-old neotraditionalist with his 2018 world tour. After a
tremendous response to the initial winter run, Young extended his “Losing Sleep” tour with another 13 dates in April
and May, including Missoula.
The hit-packed set will highlight Young’s nine chart-toppers, including “Gettin’ You Home,” “Voices,” “Tomorrow,”
“I’m Comin’ Over” and “Think of You,” and the tour also will feature special guests Kane Brown and Morgan Evans.
Multiplatinum-selling vocalist Brown is the only artist in history to simultaneously top all five Billboard Country Charts
and is the best-selling new country artist of the past three years. He continued his record of having every single,
extended play and album reach No. 1 on iTunes with his recently released single, “Heaven.”   
Evans’ first U.S. single, “Kiss Somebody,” was the top-three, most-added single upon impact at country radio and
debuted on Spotify’s Viral Chart at No. 15 in the U.S. and No. 26 globally. Born and raised in Australia, the
singer/songwriter has crafted music since the age of 13 and now is chasing his dream halfway across the world.
To preview the “Chris Young: Losing Sleep 2018 World Tour,” visit https://youtu.be/-4lCfuoJjAs.
###
Contact: Will Johnson, UM Productions, 541-633-0720, marketing@umproductions.org.
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December 13, 2017
MISSOULA – The forests you see today are not what you will see in the future. That's the overarching finding from
a new study on the resilience of Rocky Mountain forests, led by Colorado State University scientists. University of
Montana fire ecology Professor Philip Higuera is a coauthor of the study.
Researchers analyzed data from nearly 1,500 sites in five states – Colorado, Wyoming, Washington, Idaho and
Montana – and measured more than 63,000 seedlings growing in 52 areas burned by wildfires during the past three
decades. They wanted to understand if and how changing climate over the past several decades impacted post-fire
tree regeneration, a key indicator of forest resilience.
They found significant decreases in tree regeneration following 21st century wildfires, a period that was markedly
hotter and drier than the late 20th century. The research team said that with a warming climate, forests are losing
their resilience to wildfires.
“While Rocky Mountain forests typically recover after wildfires, conditions are becoming increasingly stressful for
tree seedlings to establish and survive,” Higuera said. “Seedlings are more sensitive to warm, dry conditions than
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mature trees, so if the right conditions don’t exist within a few years following a wildfire, tree seedlings may not
establish.”
Historically, the look of forests changes over time. But the research team said it will take much longer for sites to re-
establish forests after a wildfire, if they return at all. In the warmest, driest forests, researchers found evidence
suggesting a lack of tree regeneration after wildfires, which hasn't typically been the case.
One of the big surprises for the team was seeing the pattern of reduced tree regeneration emerge consistently
across all the sites compiled in the study.
“We expect variability in how long forests take to recover after wildfires,” Higuera said, “but the decrease in tree
regeneration between the late 20th and early 21st century was pretty striking, and it’s consistent with what we
expect to see as climate becomes warmer and drier.”
In one-third of the areas studied, researchers found that forests are not coming back at all. This suggests that even
restoration efforts, such as planting new trees, might not be successful. There are other areas that could support
certain tree species, but don’t have any regeneration currently as ideal locations for managers to consider planting
seedlings. When doing so, managers may want to explore planting species that are adapted to the current and
future climate, not the climate of the past several decades.
The research team includes scientists from University of Idaho, The Nature Conservancy, UM, University of
Washington, University of Colorado-Boulder, Tall Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy, and the
Washington State Department of Natural Resources.
“Evidence for declining forest resilience to wildfires under climate change” was published on Dec. 12 in the journal
Ecology Letters and can be found online at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/resolve/doi?DOI=10.1111/ele.12889.
###
Contact: Phil Higuera, associate professor of fire ecology, UM W.A. Franke College of Forestry & Conservation,
406-243-6337, philip.higuera@umontana.edu.
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December 01, 2017
MISSOULA – The Blackstone LaunchPad at the University of Montana and the UM College of Business will host
the annual fall EPIC Pitch Competition at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, in the Gilkey Building at UM.
The event is open to the public. Tickets are free for students and cost $10 for the general public. Tickets are
available at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epic-pitch-competition-tickets-40877051361.
Eight finalists, selected from an impressive pool of 17 entrants by business leaders from the Missoula community,
will pitch their ideas to compete for four cash prizes totaling more than $3,000. This year’s finalists come from
diverse programs including computational physics, computer science, anthropology, environmental studies, creative
writing, journalism, geography and business administration. Three of the finalists also are participants in Blackstone
LaunchPad’s Pursue Your Passion program.
The 2017 competition finalists are:
Kate Kolwicz: Hestia Homeworks
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Michael Couso: Touch the Stars
Theresa Simons and Seth Simons: Shady Grove Orchards and Farm
Catie DeMets: Mirthful Farm
Jennifer Sheets: Storysquares App
Matthew Blois, Art Woods and Gerard Sapes: Big Biology Podcast
Craig Koller: Union Pay, Inc.
Elijah Duckels: Outdoor Gear Checklist
 The winner of the EPIC Pitch Competition also gains automatic entry into the larger statewide John Ruffatto
Business Startup Challenge, which will take place April 13 at UM.
Last year’s winner of the competition and the $1,500 prize was UM MBA student Clare Weiler, who pitched Bonsai
Communities, a business that seeks to make homeownership more attainable and affordable by creating something
akin to a condominium association with tiny homes.
Blackstone LaunchPad at UM is a center for entrepreneurship for students, alumni, faculty and staff. The
organization offers free services to assist entrepreneurs in turning their ideas, skills, and passions into real world
businesses and nonprofit organizations through individualized coaching and venture creation support.
Those who want to get involved with any of Blackstone LaunchPad at UM’s programs/events or who are curious
about entering into the entrepreneurial world can email Jenny Lind, the Blackstone LaunchPad at UM MTCC
AmeriCorps VISTA member, at lind@mtcompact.org.
###
Contact: Paul Gladen, director, Blackstone LaunchPad at UM, 406-243-5723, paul.gladen@umontana.edu.
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